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FRANKLIN REGIONAL
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

425 Main Street - Greenfield, Massachusetts 01301-3313
Telephone 413-774-3167 * Fax 413-774-3169 - www.frcog.org
Executive Director * Linda Dunlavy

December 21, 2011

Town of Gill

Board of Selectmen

Members of the Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee
325 Main Road

Gill, MA 01354

Dear Board of Selectmen and Members of the Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee:

The Franklin Regional Council of Governments is extremely pleased to support the submission of
the 2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) to the Massachusetts Division of
Conservation Services for review and approval.

As you know, the plan was developed by the members of the Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan
Committee with technical assistance from the Franklin Regional Council of Governments’
Planning Department. The 2011 Gill OSRP represents many months of planning, data gathering,
and mapping in the areas of cultural, historical, scenic, archaeological, and natural resources and
contains goals and objectives for long term planning concerning these resources. Throughout the
planning process, public input in the plan development process was actively encouraged.

The detailed Seven-Year Action Plan, numerous maps and other information contained in the plan
provide Town officials and volunteers with an invaluable resource that they can consult to inform
decisions regarding land use, recreation and open space. Once approved by the State, this plan will
make Gill eligible for land conservation and recreation project funding and help make Gill more
competitive for many other types of State grants. In addition, the Town will be better able to
collaborate with neighboring towns, local land trusts, the Franklin Regional Council of
Governments, and others to plan for growth and development that is protective of Gill’s treasured
cultural, historical, scenic, archaeological, recreation and natural resources.

Congratulations on completing this project! We look forward to receiving updates from you as the

town works to implement the Seven-Year Action Plan.

Sincerely,

b V. prmepy,

Kimberly Noake MacPhee, P.G.
Land Use and Natural Resources Program Manager



TOWN OF GILL

M A S S ACHUSEBETTS

www.gillmass.org
January 30", 2012

Mary Praus

Land Use Planner

Franklin Regional Council of Governments
278 Main Street, Fourth Fioor

Greenfield, MA 01301

RE: 2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Endorsement
Dear Ms. Praus,

The Gill Conservation Commission has reviewed the 2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan
(OSRP). Please accept this correspondence as confirmation that we support the goals of the OSRP and
will continue to work toward those goals. Providing good stewardship of the Town’s natural and
recreational resources is important in maintaining Gill’s unique character. The OSRP provides the Town
guidance in preserving its resources.

The Gill Conservation Commission is pleased to give our full support of the 2011 Gill Open Space and
Recreation Plan and feel] that this plan is an important tool in planning for Gill’s future.

Sincerely,

N W
QAN

Chris Polatin
Acting Chair
Gill Conservation Commission

Telephone 413-863-9347 325 Main Road, Gill MA 01354 Fax 413-863-7775
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Appendix B: Public Involvement and Advertising

C2

The Recorder Saturday, June 18, 2011

Interest in open
space sought

GILL — The town is looking
for more members to serve on
a committee working to update
the town’s open space and
recreation plan,

The update is to help make
decisions for the current and
future open space and recre-
ation needs of the town. The
plan represents consensus on
the most important community
and natural resource needs in
town and on the best solutions
for addressing them. The five-
year action plan, when carried
out by the Open Space and
Recreation Advisory
Committee and other town
boards and commissions, will
successfully implement the
town’s open space and recre-
ation goals and objectives.

In order for the new plan to
accurately reflect residents’
goals for their town, more citi-
zen involvement is important.
Residents interested in serving
on the committee are encour-
aged to contact Administrative
Aid Ray Purington at the Gill
Town Hall at 413-863-9347.

In September, the commit-
tee will do a public survey to
get public input. In October, it
will host a public forum. Ideas
and information gathered

throughout the 'plann.i':g
process will be incorpora
into the plan and reflected in
the new open space and recre-
ation plan.

To see a copy of the 2005
plan, go to www.gillmass.org
or stop by the Gill Town Hall,
325 Main Road.

GILL ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Newsletter October 13, 2011

Gill Open Space & Recreation Plan Update
Public Survey

As part of the Gill Open Space and Recreation 2011

Plan update, the Town is seeking public input to help
identify goals for open space and recreation in Gill. An
on-line survey is available at:
www.surveymonkey.com/s/GillOSRP2011PublicSurvey
or at www.gill.org - click on “Take a Survey to help
update Gill's Open Space & Rec”. Paper copies of the
survey are available at the Town Hall. All surveys should
be completed online or returned to the Gill Town Hall
by Friday, October 28, 2011.

This plan is being developed by the Gill Open Space and
Recreation Planning Committee with technical assistance
from the Franklin Regional Council of Governments.
Funding is provided by a District Local Technical
Assistance  Grant from the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts” Department of Housing and Community
Development. For more information, please call Ray
Purington, Town of Gill Administrative Assistant, (413)
863-9347.

Also - mark your calendar! The Gill Open Space and
Recreation Plan Public Forum will be held on
November 2 at 7pm at the Gill Town Hall with
refreshments provided.
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Appendix C: Meeting Sign-Ins and Agendas

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
May 24, 2011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

Call 1o Order
Introductions

Purpose/Role of Open Space Plan and Open Space Advisory Committes

Timeline. Process, and Meeting Schedule
(please bring your calendars, hopelully we can schedule the next 2-3 meetings)

Overview of 2005 OSP

Review of Sections 3. 4, & 5 {time permitting)
Section 3 — Comumunity Setting
Section 4 — Environmental Inventory and Analysis
Section S - Inventory of Lands of Conservation and Recreation Interest

Things 10 woek on for next time

New Business
Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted,

Adjoumment
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Appendix C: Meeting Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
June 29, 2011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

Call to Order

Review of Minutes

Progress Update, Info from Committee Members

Begin Discussion of Survey Questions

Things to work on for next time

New Business

Other business as may anse after the agenda has been posted.

Adjournment
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Appendix C: Meeting Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011
Committee Meeting
August 17, 2001

Sign In Please
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Call to Order
Review of Minutes
Progress Update, Info from Committee Members.

Continue Review of Updates to Open S, & Recreation Plan

Discuss Survey Questions. Plan for Conducting Survey

Things to work on for next time

New Business

Other business as may anse after the agenda has been posted,

Adjoumment

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
August 17, 2011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall
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Appendix C: Meeting Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011
Committee Meeting
September 14, 2011

Sign In Please

_ Name ~ Affiliation Email Phone Best Time to Reach You |
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Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
September 14, 2011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

Call to Order

Review of Minutes

Progress Update. Info from Committee Members

Continue Review 0of 2005 Open Space & Recreation Plan

Begin Discussion of Survey Questions

Things to work on for next time

Old Business/ New Business

Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted.

Adjournment
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Appendix C: Meeting Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)
Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011

Committee Meeting
October 12, 2011

Sign In Please
Name _Affiliation Email Phone Best Time to Reach You
. o 57 :
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Call to Order

Public Forum on Open Space & Recreation Plan

Discuss Survey Results
Review of Minutes

Progress Update, Info from Committee Members

“ontinue Review 1 S Recreation Plan
\ wk AL
Old Business

New Business

Other business as may arise after the agenda has been

Adjournment

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
October 12 2011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall
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Appendix C: Meeting Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
November 9. 2011 @ 7:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

Call to Order
Review of Minutes

Progress Update. Info from Committee Members

Final Review of Updated Open Space & Recreation Plan

New Business

Other business as ma

r anse after the agenda has been posted,

Adjournment
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Appendix C: Meeting Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)
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Appendix C: Meeting Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
November 30, 2011 @ 6:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

Call to Order

Progress / Process Update from the FRCOG

Review final Action Plan

Things to work on for next time

Old Business/ New Business

Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted.

Adjournment
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Appendix C: Meeting Sign-Ins and Agendas (cont.)
Final meeting — December 14, 2011 Sign In

Those present:
e Dick French, Gill Planning Board & Open Space Advisory Committee
e Ray Purington, Gill Town Administrative Assistant & Open Space Advisory Committee
e Jeff Kocsis, Gill Open Space Advisory Committee

December 14, 2011 Agenda

Open Space Advisory Committee
AGENDA & MEETING NOTICE
November 30, 2011 @ 6:00pm
at the Gill Town Hall

Call to Order

Letters of Support from Various Town Boards

Brainstorm Ways to Implement the OSRP

Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted.

Adjournment
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Appendix D: Public Survey and Public Forum

Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan 2011: Public Survey

Survey is also available online at www.gillmass.org

Welcome!

Welcome to the Town of Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan Survey. Your
answers to this survey will help in the update of the Open Space and
Recreation Plan and will help the Town as it continues to plan for future
growth and protection of our natural, scenic, cultural and historic resources
- all the things that make Gill a special place to live.

All responses are anonymous. We greatly appreciate your feedback and
participzation in this survey,

Please note that the Gill Open Space and Recreation Committee will be
hosting a public forum in October of 2011. More information on the public
forum will be available in the coming weeks.

What is the Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan?

The Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan establishes goals and objectives to
help guide the Town in its decisions regarding land use, open space, and
recreation. It is NOT a legally binding document. It can, however, help the
Town qualify for federal and state funding and matching grants for the
purchase and protection of recreation and open space land. And it can be
used to preserve our heritage, protect our natural and scenic resources and
ensure space for recreation while allowing growth and development to
occur that maintains the character of our community.
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Appendix D: Public Survey and Public Forum Survey Results (cont.)

2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan * Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-24



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan « Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-25



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan * Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-26



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan * Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-27



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan « Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-28



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan * Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-29



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan * Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-30



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan « Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-31



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan ¢ Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-32



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan « Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-33



2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan * Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-34



Appendix E: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents
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Appendix E: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.)
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Appendix E: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.)
Gill Farms - Inside
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Appendix E: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.)
Potential Funding Related to Route 2 Scenic Byway Designation

Federal

Scenic Byway Funding

Within the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
leads The National Scenic Byways Program. The Program is a grassroots, collaborative effort
established to help recognize, preserve and enhance selected roads throughout the United States.
The Secretary of Transportation recognizes certain roads as America’s Byways®—All-American
Roads or National Scenic Byways—based on one or more archaeological, cultural, historic,
natural, recreational and scenic intrinsic qualities.

The Secretary of Transportation makes grants to states and to Indian tribes to implement projects
on scenic byways. Federally designated, state-designated, and tribally designated scenic byways
are all equally eligible for these grants, with no order of priority. Up to $43.5 million was
authorized for the 2009 fiscal year. FHWA eligibility criteria favor large-scale, high-cost projects
that provide strategic benefits to the byway and the byway traveler.

Projects submitted for consideration should benefit the byway traveler’s experience, whether to
help manage the intrinsic qualities that support the byway’s designation, shape the byway’s
story, interpret the story for visitors, or improve visitor facilities along the byway.

There are eight categories of eligible project activities:
State and Tribal Programs
Corridor Management Plan
Safety Improvements
Byway Facilities
Access to Recreation
Resource Protection
Interpretive Information
Marketing Program

Applicants must first consult the State Byway Coordinator about eligibility questions and steps
for submitting an application. State byway coordinators establish specific criteria and procedures
for making eligibility decisions, prioritizing projects and submitting applications to the FHWA
division office. Some state programs set application due dates that are earlier than those set by
FHWA. Some programs also limit the amount of funding for which each applicant can apply.

National Scenic Byways Program funds are provided on a reimbursement basis. The maximum
federal share is 80 percent. Private, local, Indian tribe and state funds may be used as the match
share. Applications are available on the National Scenic Byway website at
ww.bywaysonline.org. Applicant organizations must also be registered with Grants.gov. The
details of this registration process can be found on the Grants.gov website at
http://grants.gov/applicants/organization_registration.jsp.
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Appendix E: Publications, Resources and Other Supporting Documents (cont.)
Conservation Tax Incentive
In 2006, Congress passed a law amending 26 US Code 170(h) to expand tax incentives to
landowners who choose to donate a conservation easement on their land to a land trust,
government agency or publicly supported charity that will permanently protect important
conservation land. The 2008 Farm Bill included a 2-year extension of the conservation tax
incentives, which now apply to easements donated between January 1, 2006 and December 31,
2009. A conservation easement limits the uses of the land for current and future owners. It is an
agreement between the donor and the land trust, agency or organization, and can allow for
certain uses to continue (such as farming) but may limit other types of development (such as
residential or commercial) in the future. Public access may or may not be granted. The incentive:
e Raises the deduction a donor can take for donating a conservation easement from 30
percent of his or her income in any year to 50 percent;
Allows qualifying farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100 percent of their income; and
e Extends the carry-forward period for a donor to take tax deductions for a voluntary
conservation agreement from 5 to 15 years.

[ ]
Appraisal of the land must be done by a qualifying appraiser and the land must meet certain
conservation purposes to qualify. It is important to note that this incentive is due to expire at the
end of 2009. The Land Trust Alliance, a national conservation organization, is working with
other interested parties to make the changes permanent and provides additional up-to-date
information on the conservation tax incentive on their website at www.lta.org/policy/tax-policy.

Federal Historic Tax Credits

Federal income tax credits are available for income-producing residential and commercial
property owners for qualified historic restoration projects. An owner’s personal residence is not
eligible. Under the Federal Rehabilitation Tax Incentive Program, owners of a property that is
listed on the National Register or is within a National Register Historic District may deduct 20
percent of the cost of a major restoration project on their taxes. Restoration must be significant,
exceeding the greater of the adjusted basis of the buildings or $5,000, and work can be phased
over a five-year period when there are architect’s drawings and specifications prepared for the
work. Restoration work must follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. The program is
administered through the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC). A 10 percent tax credit
is available for buildings that are not listed in the National Register but were built before 1936.
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report (cont.)
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report (cont.)
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Appendix F: Source Water Assessment Report (cont.)
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Appendix H: ADA Self Assessment Report
TOWN OF GILL ADA INVENTORY OF TOWN PUBLIC ACCESS LAND

The general public in Gill uses one town-owned property, the Gill Elementary School and
adjoining nature area. A brief assessment of the site’s resources follows. Since the 2005 OSRP,
the Town Forest was established. To date, no plans have been put in place to

This inventory employed standards used by the Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services
that are based on state and federal guidelines. The inventory was completed by Franklin
Regional Council of Governments Planning Department staff experienced in assessing parks and
playgrounds for their level of accessibility.

Gill Elementary School Playground and Adjoining Nature Area

The Town of Gill Elementary School is located east of Boyle Road, which runs north south. The
school is perched on a hill with level parking on the north end of the school as well as directly in
front of it. The land in back of the school slopes west towards the nature area, which straddles
Ashuela Brook. The paved area north of the school contains two basketball nets. There is one
handicapped parking space directly in front of the school. In back of the school, there is a large
grass-covered hill that slopes to a level area, which contains a soccer field between two baseball
diamonds. There is one large wooden play structure with wood chips as a playground surface.
Surrounding this is uneven lawn. There are four small climbing and riding play structures
nearby the large play structure. On the southern end of the playground at different points on the
sloped lawn and on more level areas are a small swing set and several climbing structures. The
nature area to the east contains paths through high grass. The nature area is inaccessible from the
handicapped parking space in front of the school.

It is suggested that a path made with TR7, a stone dust material, be created from the paved
handicapped parking space to a level area in front of the school. A handicapped-accessible
picnic table could be constructed between the trees. An accessible play structure could also be
developed there. When packed down, the TR7 material can provide an adequate surface for
anyone with mobility challenges.

Gill Town Forest

The Gill Town Forest is located in the northwestern corner of town. The 162.5 acre parcel has
frontage and access from Bascom, Hoe Shop, and Dole Roads, with a primary access point and
informal, roughly graded parking area off of Hoe Shop Road. Dole Road is a paved road, and
Bascom and Hoe Shop Roads are gravel.

The property is subject to a Conservation Restriction which is held by the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and Recreation. The site is primarily wooded, with hemlock, oak,
and pine the dominant species. The Falls River forms the western boundary of the Town Forest.
The northeastern corner of the property features Otter Pond, which is a glacial kettle hole pond,
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Appendix H: ADA Self Assessment Report (cont.)

as well as several impressive glacial eskers. There are several abandoned beaver ponds which
add to the habitat diversity of the Town Forest, and provide ample breeding grounds for
mosquitoes!

The property was donated to the Town in September 2009, and is under the control of the
Town’s Conservation Commission. A Town Forest Task Force has been established, and is
charged with gathering input on desired and suggested uses for the property, drafting recreation
and stewardship plans, establishing trails, marking boundaries, and seeking grants and other
funds.

The Task Force has not yet discussed possible ADA uses for the property that would be allowed
by and compatible with the Conservation Restriction.

2011 Gill Open Space and Recreation Plan * Section 12: Appendices * Page 12-45



Appendix H: ADA Self Assessment Report (cont.)
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Appendix H: ADA Self Assessment Report (cont.)
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