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SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES
September 23, 2013
Call to Order: The Selectboard meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM.

Present: john Ward, Ann Banash, and Randy Crochiér, Selectboard members; Ray Purington, Admin, Assistant;
Janet Masucci, D_avid Hastings, David Detmold, Nancy Griswold, and Pam Shoemaker.

Law Enforcement Mutual Aid; Police Chief David Hastings met with the Selectboard to present a proposed
Franklin County Law Enforcement Mutual Aid Agreement. The current mutual aid agreement that Gill belongs to
encompasses Gill, Bernardston, Northfield, and Erving. The proposed agreement, which is identical to one used in
Berkshire County, would apply to all Franklin County towns that adopt it. The Chief estimated that as many as 15
towns would adopt the agreement by the end of this week.

Under this agreement, an officer who is on duty for his own town would have the legal right to take police action to
address egregious violations that he witnesses while in another agreement-participating town. An off-duty officer is
not allowed to place himself on duty, however.

Ray noted that Town Counsel has reviewed the agreement and has no objections. Counsel did point out that the
Town is financially responsible for its on-duty officers, even if they act in another town. This would mean that the
Town would end up paying for the officer’s time in court, if a mutual aid action resulted in an arrest.

Ann made a motion, seconded by Randy, to authorize John to sign the agreement as Chair of the Selecthoard, The
vote was unarimous in the affirmative, and the agreement was signed. Chief Hastings left the meeting at 6:40 PM.

Riverside Historical District: Pam Shoemaker, representing the Gill Historical Commission (GHC), met with the

. Selectboard to request-a letter of support for an application by the GHC and FRCOG to nominate various. historical

buildings and features in Riverside to the National Register of Historic Places. She emphasized that this type of
nomination is a way to recognize and honor historically significant places, and does not carry the stringent
restrictions often associated with “local historic districts.” She expects that the Mass. Historical Commission
(MHC) and the FRCOG will provide an opportunity for residents and the Selectboard to meet and learn more about
the process.- The MHC’s website also has information about the differences between local and national districts.

Ann disclosed that her home is one of the properties included in the proposed district. She explained that she will
abstain from discussion on this matter.

The Selectboard indicated initial support for the project. John suggested that the matter be carried over to the
October 7 meeting, to allow it to appear on a posted agenda.

Historical Collection: Pam notified the Selectboard that the GHC will be submitting a request for a Town Meeting
warrant article that will seek to name the Commission’s collection of artifacts in honor of Allan Adie. Mr. Adie,
who died in 2012, was a founder of the collection, and spent many hours cataloging and researching the items. The
Selectboard agreed this was a fitting tribute. Pam left the meeting at 6:55 PM.

Minutes; Ann made a motion, seconded by Randy, to accept the minutes from 9/11. The vote was unanimous in the
affirmative. The 9/11 meeting was with GMRSD Superintendent Michael Sullivan and the Montague Selectboard
and Finance Committee. Positive comments were made about Sullivan’s willingness to work with the two Towns.

Energy Audit: The Selectboard received the energy audit of the Town Hall prepared by Bart Bales, along with a
preliminary summary of the audit for the Slate Memorial Library. The key recommendations for Town Hall were
discussed in a general way, as it was felt that complete audits for all three buildings (Town Hall, Library, and




Riverside Municipal Building) are needed before any in-depth discussions and prioritization happens. For the Town
Hall, the primary measures being considered are air sealing and insulation for the “attic” space, and a boiler
replacement. Three fuel sources are included in the audit - oil, propane, and wood pellets. Randy cautioned that as
energy improvements make the Town Hall a tighter building, it may also require additional work to address
preblems with moisture in the basement.

Ray noted that the Town Hall boiler recently passed its annual inspection by the State. The inspector found that the
boiler exhaust and air intake pipes are too close to the ground to meet current building code. Because of the plan to
replace the boiler next year, the inspector did not issue a citation.

Sewer 1&I Study. Sewer Rates: For meeting on October 7%, the Selectboard asked to have a progress report from
the Highway Superintendent on next steps for the I&I study. The Board hopes to have an update from him on the
possibility of working with Montague for a smoke test and/or camera inspection of the Riverside sewer lines.

It was reported that Montague has raised its sewer rates effective with the September 30" sewer bills (which cover
July, August, and September). For Gill, the rate will increase from $5.56 to $5.75 per 1,000 gallons. This type of
increase was not incladed in Gill’s sewer budget for FY'14, and the Selectboard agreed that the rate charged to
Riverside sewer users will need to be increased, likely before the next bills go out in December. Ray will work on
calculations and make a recommendation.

Nancy Griswold, whose home is connected to the Riverside sewer system, commented that sewer bills in Gill are
very low compared to other towns she is familiar with. She stated that residents are not overcharged, and the
benefits of the system are well worth the cost,

Ray noted that an electronic transmitter for the system’s metering valve will be replaced next week by Bruce
Walker. During Walker’s annual visit to calibrate the pumps and chart, he noted erratic readings from the
transmitter.

Community Shared Solar; No develoepments to report.

Highway Truck Debt Exclusion: The Selectboard discussed the results of the September 10™ vote on a debt
exclusion to pay for a new highway truck, sander, and plow. The measure failed, 39 votes to 38. The 77 voters
represent 7% of Gill’s registered voters. The Highway Superintendent is getting estimates for repairs and needed
maintenance on the old truck, and he will be asked to explain what it will mean to not have the new truck.

The Selectboard discussed possible reasons why the voters rejected the override. Perhaps some voters felt that the
Town has enough trucks, and doesn’t need to replace the 23-year old vehicle. Another possible explanation is that
voters felt the proposed new truck was the wrong choice, and should also be equipped with a wing plow. :
Regardless, a new truck will be submitted as an FY15 request to the Capital Improvements Planning Committee, and
will be part of the FY'15 budgst discussions from the get-go.

Resignation; The Selectboard received a letter of resignation from Carlene Millett, the Clerical Assistant to the
ZBA, Planning Board, Conservation Commission, and Board of Health. Carlene’s last day will be October 11,

2013. Randy made a motion, seconded by Ann, to accept the resignation with deep regret and to send a letter
thanking Carlene for her four years of service to the Town. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative. An updated
job description was reviewed, and Ray will begin advertising the position immediately.

Electricity Aggregation: The Hampshire Council of Governments has sent an “Amended and Restated Electricity
Aggregation Agreement” for the Selectboard to review and sign. As the changes and their reasons are not readily
apparent, Ray will seek more information from the HCOG and will bring the matter back to a future meeting.

MEMA “VY” Grant: Ann made a moticn, seconded by Randy, to accept a grant from the Mass. Emergency
Management Agency for $8,500 to maintain a radiological emergency response preparedness program, and to
authorize Ray to sign the necessary documents on the Town’s behalf. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative.
The grant exists because of the proximity of the Entergy Vermont Yankee nuclear plant in Vernon, VT. This year’s
grant has been increased from $7,500, and will increase again next year to $9,500. Nancy Griswold left the meeting
at 7:40 PM.

FRCOG Retirement Legislation: The Selectboard discussed a request from the FRCOG for a letter in support of
special legislation that would remove the FRCOG from the Franklin Regional Retirement System and place it into
the Massachusetts State Retirement System, like most of the other regional planning agencies across the state. Ann
noted that she has already signed a similar letter on behalf of the FRCOG as the Chair of its Executive Committee.

SBMinutes2013-0923.doc 2



Randy made a motion, seconded by Ann, to authorize John to sign the letter as Chair. The motion passed, 2 — 0,
with Ann abstaining from the vote. The rationale for the special legislation is well explained in the letter, attached.

Surplus Equipment: Acting on a request and recommendation from Ray, Ann made a motion, seconded by Randy,
to declare as surplus assorted archery equipment once used by the Summer Rec program, and to dispose of said
equipment by donating it to the YMCA Camp Apex program. The vote was unanimous in the affirmative.

David Detmold and Janet Masucci left the meeting at 7:55pm.
Warrant: The Board reviewed and signed FY 2014 warrant #7.
The meeting adjourned at 8:40pm.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant.

7 /7%

Randy P. Crochier, Selectboard Clerk
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Franklin County Law Enforcement
Franklin County, Massachusetts

Franklin County Law Enforcement
Mutual Aid Agreement

Agreement by and among the cities and towns identified as participating communities on Exhibit
A, which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, subject to the withdrawal and addition of
communities in accordance with the provision of Article 8 of this agreement.

Arxticle 1 — Purpese and Intent

This agreement is adopted pursuant to the provision of Massachusetts General Law chapter 40,
Section 8G, and is intended to supplement but not contradict the provisions of MGL Chapter 41,
Section 99 and Chapter 37, § 13, as well as all other statutory and common law authorizing police
officers of one community to exercise police powers in another community, in order to provide
mutual aid for the protection of public safety. The purpose of this agreement is to set forth the
circumstances and procedures for the provision of law enforcement nmutual aid across jurisdictional
lines, and to address the command and control, liability, compensation, and reimbursement
associated with mutual aid events. The parties intend that, subject to the terms, conditions,
and limitations of this agreement, police officers from one comnmunity shall have the rights,
privileges, and immunities of police officers when in the course of providing mutual aid in another
community. This agreement is not intended to substitute for or preclude any other agreements that
may now or hereafter be in effect among any of the parties to this agreement. Nothing contained in
this agreement shail be construed as limiting the lawful authority of police officers to make arrests
or to exercise their police powers or to engage in fresh and continued pursuit under Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 41, Section 98A.

Article 2 — Definitions

“Commanding Officer”: The Chief of Police of a participating community or, in the absence of the
Chief of Police, the person designated as having command responsibility.

“Mutual Aid”: Personnel and equipment provided by one participating community to another.
Situations calling for mutual aid include, but are not limited to, natural disasters, terrorist attack,
medical emergency, motor vehicle collisions, traffic control and enforcement, civil disturbance,
criminal activity, undercover investigation, drug interdiction, tactical operations, and search and
rescue.

“Police officer” or “officer”: Any sworn police municipal police officer authorized to make arrest
or serve process, provided he is in uniform, or displays his badge of office, and who has satisfied
the training requirements established by state statute and regulations for police officers.
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Franklin County Law Enforcement
Mutual Aid Agreement

“Requester” or “Requesting Department”: the participating community requesting mutual aid from
another participating community.,

“Responder” or “Responding Department™: The participating community providing mutual aid
pursuant to a request from a participating community.

Article 3 — Requests for Assistance

A Requesting Department may invoke the provisions of this agreement whenever it determines, in
its sole discretion, that it needs additional police officers or equipment from another department.

The provisions of this agreement shall not be construed as imposing an obligation on any
department to respond to a request for mutual aid. The extent of assistance to be furnished under
this agreement shall be determined solely by the department furnishing the assistance, and it is
understood and agreed that the assistance furnished may be recalled at the sole discretion of the
Responding Department.

Except as otherwise provided in Article 5, requests for mutual aid shall be made by and to
the Commanding Officers of the respective departments and shall, if practicable, set forth all
pertinent information, including:

1. The nature of event giving rise to the mutual aid request, its location, estimated duration,
and any unusual or high-risk characteristics;

The number of police officers requested, as well as any specialty requirements;

The type of equipment and logistical support needed;

The location to which the responding officers should report; and

The name of the supervising police officer to whom the responding officer(s) should
report.

SR A

The Commanding Officer of the Responding Department shall issue such orders or directives
as are necessary to place responding Police Officers under the operational control of the
Commanding Officer of the Requesting Department. (This obligation may be satisfied by the
issuance of a standing General Order or siniilar directive.) |

Article 4 — Command and Control

Upon entering the jurisdiction of a Requesting Department, Police Officers of a Responding
Department shall contact or report immediately to the Commanding Officer or designated
superior officer of the Requesting Department and shall be under the direction and control of
said officer.

The Commanding Officer of the Responding Department may recall the Police Officers and
equipment of the Responding Department at such Commanding Officer’s sole discretion.
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Franklin County Law Enforcement
Mutual Aid Agreement

Nothing in this Article shall prohibit or restrict the authority of superior officers from a
Responding Department to command subordinate officers of the Responding Department while
they are in the jurisdiction of the Requesting Department, providing this does not conflict
with orders issued by or on behalf of the Commanding Officer of the Requesting Department.
Officers of the Responding Department shall follow their Departments’ policies, procedures,
rules and regulations during any mutual aid operations. Whenever there appears to be a conflict
in the way an officer from the Responding Department is being asked to act and the way
he or she would do so in conformity with their department’s policies, procedures, rules and
regulations, they shall call such discrepancy to the attention of the person issuing a conflicting
directive, who shall make every effort to ensure the officer maintains compliance with his/her
own agency.

Article 5 — Police Authority

Any officer from a member community may exercise police powers in any other signatory
community so long as the officer has knowledge of facts and circumstances that would amount
to probable cause that a motor vehicle violation has occurred or the officer has rcasonable
suspicion or probable cause to believe that a violation of the law has occurred and said officer
makes notification, in a timely manner, to the police department in the community in which the
motor vehicle violation or violation of the law occurred.

In addition, Police Officers who arc on-duty and operating a police vehicle equipped with
emergency warning lights and audible sirens or other similar devices may enforce the motor
vehicle laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts while in the jurisdiction of another
participating community under the following circumstances:

1. Upon signaling a motorist to stop or otherwise exercising police powers with respect
to the enforcement of motor vehicle laws, the Police Officer shall (a) notify his/her
dispatcher of the sitnation warranting a law enforcement or policing response including
the pertinent details and (b) instruct his/her dispatcher to notify the dispatch center of
the community in which he/she is located including the location, type of situation and
whether assistance is needed from that agency.

2. All paperwork, including citations, citation audit sheets, complaint applications, booking
procedures, crash reports, incident reports and any other documents required pursuant
to law or policy, shall be completed in accordance with the agency in whose jurisdiction
the motor vehicle enforcement action occurred. The officer and agency that initiated the
police action shall ensure that all paperwork required by the court having jurisdiction is
served upon the court. All court activity resulting from such police action, including but
not limited to clerks hearings, show cause hearings, arraignments and any other
proceedings, shall be the responsibility of the officer and/or agency that initiated the
police action.
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Franklin County L.aw Enforcement
Mutual Aid Agreement

3. While engaged in such activities, should the need arise for EMS, Fire Department and/
or other assistance, the officer shall request such assistance through the agency in whose
jurisdiction the enforcement action was taken and in accordance with Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 111C as it relates to EMS Service Zones. This shall also include
any requests for tow services. -

NOTE: Unless Police Officers have received the authorization of their department commanding
officer or the commanding officer of the agency from the community in which they are
contemplating taking a police action or activity, off-duty officers shall not activate themselves
to an on-duty status. For the purpose of this agreement, Police Chiefs shall be the only officers
considered on duty at all times.

Article 6 — Costs

Police officers taking action in another community pursuant to this agreement shall not be
considered to be employees of that community; rather, they shall at all times and for all purposes
be considered to be on duty for the community in which they are appointed and by which they
are regularly employed.

Each Department shall assume and be responsible for paying (a) all of its own personnel costs,
including but not limited to, salaries, overtime, temporary and permanent disability benefits, and
payments under applicable collective bargaining agreements; and (b) all of its own equipment
costs, including but not limited to, damage to or loss of equipment, and use of fuel, ammunition
and other expendable supplies; provided, however (when applicable), that the Requesting
Department shall reimburse the Responding Department for such payments to the extent there
is either insurance coverage available to do so or any Federal, State or Local emergency funds
(e.g., in the event of a natural disaster or other catastrophic event) available to do so. In the event
of multiple Responding Departments, available reimbursement shall be prorated equitably.

A determination of a Responding Department to not seek reimbursement in connection with
a particular mutual aid event shall not be deemed as a waiver of the right of the Responding
Department to seek available reimbursement for any other mutual aid events.

Article 7 — Indemnification and Insurance

The Requesting Department agrees to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the Responding
Department from and against all liability, claims and damages for any civil rights violations,
personal injuries, including death, and property damage cause by or arising out of any intentional
or negligent misconduct by officers or employees of the Requesting Department, or by officers
of the Responding Department, while acting in good faith compliance with the orders or
directives of a superior officer of the Requesting Department.
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Franklin Countyv Law Enforcement
Mutual Aid Agreement

Each participating community shall maintain liability insurance, with coverage limits of at least
One Million Dollars (81,000,000}, covering the actions of its Police officers while receiving or
rendering Mutual Aid.

Article 8 - Amendment

This agreement may be modified only by the written agreement of the participating communities.
Nothing contained herein shall preclude the Chiefs of Police of the participating communities
from establishing mutual aid guidelines and procedures that are consistent with the terms of this
agreement,

Any participating community may withdraw from this agreement by notifying the other

participating communities in writing of such withdrawal and specifying the effective date of such

withdrawal. No withdrawal shall affect any rights, responsibilities, or obligations arising out of a
mutual aid event that occurred prior to the effective date of withdrawal,

All notices shall be provided to the Mayor, Manager, or Board of Selectmen, as well as the Chief
of Police of each other participating community.

Any city or town may become a participating community by the agreement of a majority vote of
the then participating communities and by the execution of a written amendment to Exhibit A to
this agreement.
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Franklin County Law Enforcement
Mutual Aid Agreement

Certifications

Each participating community certifies to the others (a) that it has duly accepted the
provisions eof Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40, Section 8G, (b) that it is duly
authorized to execute this agreement and (c) that its Police officers have complied with
training mandates of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 41, Sectien 96B.

Executed as a sealed instrument by the parties’ duly authorized representatives.

Town of Gill

Select Board Chaiman Jotm Ward: Q‘ A 77 [/\jl"ﬂ ) ? - a) 3" /3

Chief David Hastings: %}7 /// 2/% /V} . e,/ﬂ'/—_——“——’ 47‘?.3':5(: e
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Date
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17 September 2013

Dear Gill Select Board:

As you may remember, last February the Gill Historical Commission (GHC) shared our letter to
Beth Giannini at the Franklin Regional Council of Governments. We sent to her, and a copy to

you, the GHC’s proposal to support National Register of HlStOI’lC Places nomination of Gill sites
along the Mohawk Seenic Trail. . S

We have now been notified that FRCOG received and Berkshire Regional Planning Commission
received the proposed grant and have hired preservation specialist Bonnie Parsons to work with
FRCOG staff on research and the proposal to the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC).
Bonnie has worked on about-to-be completed nomination of Gill Center and earlier completed
the architectural surveys of Riverside and of Gill Center. She knows Gill well, and we know and

respect her professional work.

We know that MHC is receptive to the possibility of nominating Riverside to the NRHP. To
support the process, they have asked for a lefter of support from the Gill Select Board.

Would jrou write a brief letter of support that GHC may attach to its letter and those of the
involved property owners? Do let us know if you have questions. We have been asked to
submit a supporting letter from you and from individual property owners by 3 October 2013,

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Kit Carpenter
Chair, GHC

Attached: Riverside Proposal from February 2013



Printed by: Pam Shoemaker Monday, September 23, 2013 4:45:23 F

Title: Page 1 of
From: Pam Shoemaker <pshoe27@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 23, 2013 4:42:08 PM =i
Subject: Fwd: individual letter for Riverside
To: ~ [F}Pam Shoemaker
Attachments: [ AttachO.html / Uploaded File 3K

-a—ewawaun FOrwarded message --s-------

From: Pam Shoemaker <:shogZ/@omail com>
Date: Wed, Sep 18,2013 at 4:15PM

Subject: individual letter for Riverside

To: beviddeommonwalers.org

I understand the intent of the Gill Historical Commission (GHC) and FRCOG to work with the MA
Historical Commission on a grant-funded project to nominate my property to the National Register of

Historic Places. I support the research to document and describe the history and significance of my

property.
T understand that before the final nomination, I will have an opportunity to meet with the appropriate
people to ask any questions and resolve any issues I have about the NR designation.

I understand that the NR distinction places no restrictions on my use, decoration, or sale of my
property.

Sincerely,
name
address

Attachment: Description of NR District



RIVERSIDE PROJECT AND POSSIBLE NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS

-A part of Deerfield (1673 grant) and then Greenfield, Gill was incorporated in 1793. The town is
bordered on the west by Fall River, and on the east and south by the Connecticut River. - Gill
includes forests and agrarian land. The civic center is three miles north of Route 2 while the part
of Gill called Riverside borders the Connecticut River on its north shore opposite Turner Falis.

- The Riverside section of Gill is on the primary corridor between Greenfield and Orange. This is
now the path of Route 2, also named the French King Highway and the Mohawk Trail.
Commercial development lines the north side of Route 2 while residential buildings line the

south side,

The area from Riverside above the Turners Falls to Barton’s Cove and the Narrows was an
important native fishing area. The historic attack on the native settlement at Riverside by Captain
Turner in 1676 is a part of the King Phillips’ War that needs further study. Gill is collaborating
with Deerfield, Greenfield, Montague, and the Narragansett tribal representatives on a proposal
to the National Park Service for a grant to study the battle’s logistics. The results may lead to a
better understanding of Riverside’s archaeological value and further historical signage.

Riverside developed as somewhat of a suburban district of Turners Falls after the Civil War.
Housing was available to many who came to work in the factories as well as in the logging
industries that developed along the River. Just as it was a place of bsiness, Riverside became a
community with several stores, a school, a community hall, and other amenities. At the same
time, the residents of Riverside were active in civic, social, and religious activities in Gill Center.

An architectural survey of Riverside has been completed and is listed on MACRIS. Many of the
properties contain pictures along with their inventory sheets.

Fall River is a primary local tributary that flows into the Connecticut River. At the lower end, the
.boundary between Greenfield and Gill is the middle of the river. Up river a wooden dam
remains stand and just to the north of Route 2, an abutment of a former bridge between Factory

Hollow and Gill still stands.

MACRIS/GIL 116, 115 Dr. Niels Butler Sornborger’s House at the corner of French King
Highway and Main Road. He located in Riverside about 1870 and built the three-story house
now standing on the hill above the road. He is famous for a variety of patent medicine including
Arrum Triphyllum and also built the Sornborger Sanitarium that housed his patients.

MACRIS/GIL 9 — 1860 - Stoughton Farm — 13 Main Road. Considered a model farm and
attracted many visitors from around the world.

Connections between Gill/ Riverside — Bissell Ferry, Smith Ferry, (MACRIS/GIL 907) 1878 Red
Suspension bridge and remaining abutment on Riverview Drive (contains famous mudballs), and
the Art-Deco Gill/Montague bridge (MACRIS/GIL 901 — 19 37) currently under renovation,




Healing or Heal-All Brook — spring-fed and named for native belief that water was curative.
Used as a water source for many residents of Gill before the Water Commission provided water

for current residents.

River related industries along Bridge and Fairview Streets — lumber mill, kindling mill, pulp
mill. Significant industries related to lumbering and passage on the Connecticut River. Source of
- employment and that in turn generated development of several stores, a community hall, a
school, post office, and a library. See attached Riverside map and these two examples:
MACRIS/GIL 187 — Turners Falls Lumber Company Office at 17 Riverview Drive. 1872.
MACRIS/GIL 51 — Turner Falls Lumber Company Double Worker Housing at 32 Walnut St..

1900.

MACRIS/GIL 130 Henry B. Barton house at 55 French King Highway. A 1920’s picture of the
Gill Grange picnic on front yard shows the home as a popular gathering place; Barton was a
distinguished life-ling resident who was active in county and in community (42 years as town
clerk and treasurer). See article Feb. 4,, 1933 in scrapbook. His parents: B. Bradford and Mary E.

Barton. Born: 21 May 1853.

MACRIS/GIL 129 Riverside Municipal Building — Riverside School (1926 construction).
Constructed under the direction of Roy Hatch (biography of him in GHC files). Still used under
Jease to charter school and to the Water Commission and for Gill’s historical collection. Exterior
and interiors retain original oak woodwork, flooring, and some lighting. The millstone from
Janes Mill near Gill Center is mounted by the front of the building. School was built on land
purchased by the Town from Henry B. Barton and built “within a stone’s throw” from where the
first school in Riverside stood. Yuk! recollection mentions log and lumber piled where the school

now stands.

MACRIS/GIL10 George Howland Tavern — Old Red House on French King Highway. Built in
¢.1760 and is considered the oldest house in Gill. “The first tavern-keeper in the Gill section of
Greenfield was George Howland who was granted an inn-keeper license in 1764, soon after he
had completed the familiar “Old Red House” in Riverside. For many years thereafter, the
Howlands kept public house for the convenience of the boatmen traveling the river.” (Stoughton,

Vol. 1. 205.)

Barton Cove — recreational for fishing, swimming, and boating for many generations. Refer to
Yukl reflection so some memories. Current Franklin County Boatclub and Barton Cove
Recreational facilities. Site of some dinosaur tracks with map-guided hike possible in some
seasons. The farm of Roswell Field, famous for his mid-nineteenth century work in natural
history and dinosaur prints is in this area; scholarly work is currently being done by Dr. Robert
Herbert on the life and work of this prominent Gill citizen. = :

French King Bridge and French King Rock — The French King Bridge is the second Art-Deco
bridge in Gill and has much acclaim from travelers both on the river and on Route 2.
Attached:

- Map of Riverside Park by Turners Falls Lumber Co., April 1908.

- Map of Riverside area with important sights noted.
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FOR
GILL TOWN HALL
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Completed By:
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bart.bales@balesenergy.com
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