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SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 21, 2017
Called to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:35 PM.
Members Present: Randy Crochier, Greg Snedeker Members Absent: John Ward
Others Present: Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant; Janet Masucci, George Brace, Gene Beaubien, Jason
Edson, and Mick LaClaire
Fire Department PO for Stokes Basket: Fire Chief Gene Beaubien and Fire Captain Jason Edson met with the
Selectboard to request approval of a purchase order for a “Stokes basket” for the Brush Truck. The requested item is
a “Traverse Advantage Plastic Litter” and is available from Safeware for $847.22. The litter consists of a stainless
steel frame and a plastic shell, and is used to keep an injured person flat while being carried or transported on the
litter. There is space available on the Brush Truck for the litter, and this item is the department’s next purchase
priority for new equipment. Greg made a motion, seconded by Randy, to authorize the purchase. The vote was 2-0
in the affirmative.
Fire Department Vehicle Updates: Beaubien reported that Engine 3 has been repaired and serviced by Porter’s
Diesel Service at a cost of $2,100. The truck passed its state inspection and is back in service. The Rescue Van is
ready to go to Doug’s Auto Body for body work, but it will not go until it is certain that Ford of Greenfield will be
able to make the other needed repairs. Randy mentioned a website for used fire equipment www.firetruckmall.com/. Beaubien and Edson left the meeting at 5:42 PM.
Mount Hermon Road Speed Bumps: Highway Superintendent Mick LaClaire updated the Selectboard on a recent
email he received from a contact at the Northfield Mount Hermon School. The School likes the idea of a “Your
Speed Is” sign to help control and reduce speeding by their Early Childhood Education Center, however, the School
still would like to have speed bumps installed on Mount Hermon Road. As no one from the School was in
attendance, the Selectboard took no further action other than to restate a preference to not install speed bumps.
Estimate to Open “Road to Scott Place”: LaClaire did not have cost figures for opening the old town road to
accommodate a logging truck. He plans to speak with the logger who will be using the road to get a better
understanding of the logger’s needs.
Gill Elementary Well: LaClaire reported that his Department “shot grades” today, and will start digging tomorrow
for installing the settling tank and leach field that are part of the planned water treatment system. Ray has been
seeking quotes for the treatment equipment, and has shown the job to one potential installer so far.
New Holland Roadside Mower: LaClaire informed the Selectboard of repairs needed for the 2007 New Holland
tractor that is used with a mower arm to mow brush along roadsides. The tractor will not shift out of high gear, and
a mechanic has diagnosed the problem as a broken shifting fork from inside the transmission. The mechanic
recently did a similar repair on an almost identical tractor, and believes our repair could cost $5,500 - $7,000.
LaClaire stated that while this was not anticipated, he does have funds in his budget to cover the expense. By
consensus, the Selectboard approved the repair work. LaClaire left the meeting at 5:53 PM.
Review of Minutes: Greg made a motion, seconded by Randy, to approve the minutes of 8/7/17. The vote was 2-0
in the affirmative.
Sewer I&I Study: Nothing to report.
Mariamante Property/Community Solar: Nothing to report.

Annual Reports: Randy reported that the Board of Health’s report for 2014 has been submitted.
French King Bridge Cameras: MassDOT has accepted Erving’s changes to the MassDOT/Erving agreement related
to the surveillance cameras on the French King Bridge. Once Erving receives login and account access to the
cameras, they will grant access to Gill’s Police Department as well. The two towns will develop an agreement
governing shared responsibility for the cameras.
Community Compacts Program: The Selectboard reviewed an invitation from the Baker-Polito administration for
the Town to participate in the FY18 Community Compact Cabinet program. The Town may select up to two best
practices that “make the most sense for your community,” and will receive technical assistance or funding from the
State to implement the selected best practice(s).
Ray listed his four suggestions for possible Compacts with the State: ADA Self-Evaluation & Transition Plan, a best
practice for Education Sustainability, a review of the Town’s Information Technology (IT) systems, and a review
and update of its Personnel Policies and Forms. The Town’s current ADA Plan is woefully outdated, and having a
current plan would assist planning and prioritizing building improvement projects, as well as make the Town
eligible for accessibility grants. Education Sustainability was the topic of an August 15th meeting between officials
from Gill and Montague, and leaders of the Gill-Montague Regional School District. The Town could choose a best
practices Compact on this topic, or could apply competitively for funds from the Efficiency and Regionalization
Grant Program that is part of the Community Compact program.
A professional review of the Town’s technology systems, including network security, data backups, and email
platforms would be very helpful in identifying risk areas and developing a funding plan to address those risks. A
free assessment is available through the Hampshire COG’s IT program, and Ray will check with other towns on its
usefulness. It has been several years since the Town’s Personnel Policies underwent a thorough review and update,
and the Compact could provide funding or assistance to do the project.
The ideas and options were taken under advisement, and will be revisited in two weeks.
Resignations: The Selectboard received the resignation of Fred O. Chase II from the Finance Committee, Capital
Improvement Planning Committee, and Machinery Advisory Committee (effective 8/13/17), and the resignation of
Brian Koshinsky as Tree Warden and from the Agricultural Commission (effective 8/16/17). Both were accepted
with regret. Letters of thanks will be sent to Chase and Koshinsky.
Sewer Abatement Requests: Acting as Sewer Commissioners, the Selectboard reviewed a request for abatement in
the amount of $73.67 from Chris Pelletier for metered water used for filling a hot tub. Greg made a motion,
seconded by Randy to grant the abatement as requested. The vote was 2-0 in the affirmative. The Selectboard
reviewed a request from Linda Chudzik for an abatement of $113.87 for water used to power wash a deck, rugs,
mowers, and back portions of her house. It was noted that all of those uses are in the category of “General washdown of automobiles, building, driveways, etc.” and are not eligible for abatement. Greg made a motion, seconded
by Randy, to deny the request for abatement. The vote was 2-0 to deny. A letter will be sent to Chudzik explaining
the reason for the denial.
Franklin County Solid Waste Management District MOU: Greg made a motion, seconded by Randy, to sign a
Memorandum of Understanding between the Town and the FCSWMD related to the September 23rd household
hazardous waste collection event. The vote was 2-0 in the affirmative. The MOU is needed because the Town has
budgeted $500 toward the cost for Gill residents to participate in the event.
The Selectboard decided to accept an offer from Jan Ameen, the Executive Director of the FCSWMD, to attend a
future Selectboard meeting to explain the District’s role and the types of services it offers.
Green Communities Survey: The Selectboard reviewed a survey from Joanne Bissetta, Deputy Director of the
Green Communities Division of the Mass Department of Energy Resources. The survey seeks input from existing
Green Communities on ways the program can address the needs of towns that have reached the 20% energy
reduction goal, and information about programs and projects that towns wish to see included in funding
opportunities from Green Communities. The Selectboard will ask the Energy Commission to give its input on the
survey questions, and will revisit the survey at a later date.
Assessors’ Memo re Identification: The Selectboard read a memo from the Board of Assessors which outlined that
Board’s plans to better identify themselves (apparel and magnetic vehicle markings) while in the community doing
site visits. The Selectboard indicated support for the Assessors’ plans.
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Gill’s 225th Anniversary: Randy noted that 2018 will mark the Town’s 225th anniversary (quasquibicentennial, for
the word wonks). It seems appropriate there should be some sort of celebration of the occasion, and he asked
anyone who is interested in being part of the planning to contact him.
George Brace left the meeting at 6:28 PM
Warrant: The Selectboard reviewed and signed the FY 2018 warrant #5.
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant.
Signed copy on file. Approved on 09/05/2017
____________________________________________
Greg Snedeker, Selectboard Clerk
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QUOTATION
Order Number

4403 Forbes Blvd.
Lanham, MD 20706-4328

1519764

USA
301-683-1234

Order Date

Page

8/18/2017 12:53:17

1 of 1

www.safewareinc.com

Bill To:

Quote Expires On 9/1/2017
98443

Customer ID:

Ship To:

Town of Gill

Town of Gill

325 Main Road

325 Main Road

Gill, MA 01354

Gill, MA 01354

413-863-9347
Requested By: Ray Purington
PO Number

Taker

Email

CMC USC Quote

Constance Hawkins

chawkins@safewareinc.com

Freight Terms

Phone

Fax

Freight Paid

301-683-1234

Ordered

Allocated

1.00

0.00

UOM
Remaining
Unit Size

1.00 EA

Disp.

Quantities

Pricing
UOM

Item ID
Item Description

Unit Size

CMC 726125
1.0

EA

Traverse Advantage Plastic Stretcher

Unit
Price

Extended
Price

847.22

847.22

0.00

0.00

1.0

Internal stainless steel frame with a high-density
polyethylene plastic shell. Frame provides a
2,500 lb. strength rating.

1.00

0.00

1.00 EA

US COM
1.0

EA

US Communities Contract Information

1.0

Contract number: 4400001839
Standard freight charges for shipments within the
continental US are paid. Any Hazardous material
charges or expedited freight will be billed.
*Agency must be registered with US
Communities at www.uscommunities.org
Total Lines: 2

SUB-TOTAL:
TAX:

847.22

AMOUNT DUE:

847.22

Actual freight added per freight terms

0.00
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/277PFN5
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MEMO
To: Select Board
From: Board of Assessors
Date: August 18, 2017

The Board of Assessors is in the process of examining options for better identification
when doing site visits in the community. It has come to our attention that other towns
have had to address issues related to residents feeling threatened about strangers coming
to their location when they are unable to easily distinguish who they are.
We think that there are two ways this might be improved. These include proper
identifiable apparel and magnetic vehicle markings.
Attached, please find an example of the apparel.
We hope to keep you informed with our progress in making this improvement.

William Tomb, Chair
Pam Lester
Nancy Griswold
Board of Assessors
Town of Gill

