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SELECTBOARD MEETING MINUTES
March 19, 2018
Called to Order: The meeting was called to order by Greg Snedeker at 5:39 PM.
Members Present: Greg Snedeker, John Ward, Randy Crochier (6:03 PM)
Members Absent: None
Others Present: Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant; George Brace, Janet Masucci, Ed Ambo, John Miner,
Mick LaClaire
Gill Elementary Well: The project engineer sent a revised schematic drawing to the equipment supplier on March
15th for their review.
Gill 225th Anniversary: The next planning meeting is March 28th.
FRCOG Traffic Counts: Several locations were suggested as places to ask the FRCOG to conduct traffic counts this
year: Mountain Road west of the condos, Riverview Drive, South Cross above the intersection with Green Hill, and
Main Road north of the gas station.
FRCOG META Grant: John made a motion, seconded by Greg, to authorize Greg as Clerk to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding with the FRCOG for up to $5,000 of grant-funded technical assistance with Green Communitiesrelated activities. The vote was 2-0 in the affirmative.
Sewer Abatement: The Selectboard reviewed a request for a sewer abatement from Chris Pelletier for water used to
fill a hot tub. Noting the abatement application was not received within the allowed 30 days, Greg made a motion,
seconded by John to deny the request. The vote was 2-0 in the affirmative.
Seasonal Liquor License: Greg made a motion, seconded by John, to renew the seasonal liquor license for the
Turners Falls Schuetzen Verein for the period of April 1, 2018 – January 15, 2019. The vote was 2-0 in the
affirmative. A form was signed for the ABCC indicating there were no un-renewed or disapproved seasonal
licenses for 2018.
Timmie Smith joined the meeting at 5:55 PM.
KENO To Go: The Selectboard received a notice from the Mass State Lottery Commission of the eligibility of The
Mill (aka Gill Mobil) to sell the KENO To Go lottery game. There were no objections from the Selectboard. No
action was required and none was taken.
Resignation: The Selectboard received a letter of resignation from Cemetery Commissioner Carrier Stevens, who
resigned as of March 14, 2018, after serving on the Commission since 1994. John made a motion, seconded by
Greg, to accept the resignation with regret. The vote was 2-0 in the affirmative. A letter of thanks will be sent on
behalf of the Selectboard.
Dock License Application: The Selectboard received a copy of an application by Bryan Hobbs of 26 Oak Street for
a dock license from Mass DEP. The application is informational only, and no action is required by the Selectboard.
Randy Crochier joined the meeting at 6:03 PM. Gene Beaubien, Ken Sears, Jason Edson, and Steve Connell joined
the meeting at 6:04 PM.
2009 Sterling Truck: The three members of the Highway Department, Mick LaClaire, Ed Ambo, and John Miner
met with the Selectboard to discuss concerns regarding the operation of the 2009 Sterling truck, now in its second
winter season for the Town. Miner stated the truck was purchased in July 2016 with 34,000 miles and 3,201 hours

on it, and today it has 40,883 miles and 3,730 hours. In his opinion, the truck continues to have the emissions
problems that have been ongoing since January 2017.
Miner stated exhaust fumes from the engine’s emissions regeneration system make him nauseous, and he is tired of
getting sick. He referenced his personal notes from January 23, 2018 and a February 20, 2018 email that Highway
Superintendent Mick LaClaire was to send to the Selectboard. (For whatever reason, the email was not received until
March 19, 2018.) Miner stated he will no longer operate the truck. He is “tired of the issue,” “tired of getting sick,”
and it’s “time to get rid of it” (the truck). In his opinion, the truck is a “health insurance hazard” and provides
“unreliable performance.”
Miner stated a carbon monoxide detector in the cab of the truck had a peak reading of 97, but never sounded an
alarm. According to the device’s manual, there should be an alarm when CO levels reach 35. He showed
photographs of openings in the understructure of the truck cab where he alleged exhaust fumes could enter the cab.
Stuart Elliott joined the meeting at 6:15 PM.
LaClaire described his experience using the truck to sand roads on March 14, 2018. He reported a feeling of nausea.
The incident is documented in a memo of the same date.
Randy noted his online research has found many reports of Sterling trucks of this era/vintage do not run well in cold
weather. He stated he is starting to believe this truck isn’t the right vehicle for the Town.
There was discussion of the truck’s operation. It periodically just loses power. An emissions regeneration cannot be
forced unless the computer calls for it. The truck has been serviced by the best – Patriot Freightliner is the area’s
dealer & service rep for Cummins engines.
The Selectboard reinforced their message that no employee will be forced to operate any piece of equipment the
employee feels is unsafe or poses a health risk. The Highway Department was directed to identify specifications and
pricing for a suitable replacement for the 2009 Sterling and to present that information to the Capital Improvement
Planning Committee. Ambo, Miner, and LaClaire left the meeting at 6:52 PM.
Ambulance Services: Members of the Board of Fire Engineers (Beaubien, Sears, Edson, Connell, and Elliott) met
with the Selectboard to discuss ambulance services for the Town. It was disclosed Jason Edson is a member of the
Northfield EMS. Fire Chief Gene explained Northfield EMS has approached the Gill Fire Department about the
possibility of becoming the primary ambulance service for the Town of Gill. MedCare is the current provider, and is
often not available for emergency calls. In those cases, Dispatch will go to the second and third ambulances on
Gill’s call list – Northfield and Turners Falls.
The Board of Engineers recommended the Town further explore the offer from Northfield EMS. Based on initial
information, there would be no fee to the Town for ambulance services from Northfield, just as there are no fees
currently from MedCare. By consensus, the Selectboard approved having the Board of Engineers meet with
Northfield EMS to discuss the proposal. The Engineers, who are much more familiar with the ambulance needs of
the Town, can get answers to their questions, and then report back to the Selectboard with a recommendation.
Fire Trucks from NMH Gift: Beaubien reported the Fire Department is actively searching over a broad geographic
area for used fire trucks that meet the Department’s needs. The Selectboard urged diligence in the research. It was
noted the financial gift from NMH can be used to make a down payment on a vehicle.
New Air Packs: Beaubien reported the new air packs arrived on March 15 th, and the process of fitting face masks for
each firefighter is currently underway. The air packs were purchased using funds from a 2017 grant from FEMA,
plus Town funds from the NMH Gift account. Beaubien, Sears, Edson, Connell, and Elliott left at 6:53 PM.
Warrant Article – Electricity Aggregation: The Selectboard reviewed several examples of warrant articles that
would authorize the Selectboard to enter into agreements for the aggregation of the electricity load of residents and
businesses within the town. Town Meeting had previously authorized electricity aggregation in 2011, but that vote
was specifically tied to working with the Hampshire Council of Governments, an effort that never came to fruition.
At their 12/26/17 meeting the Selectboard supported another attempt at aggregation. The first sample warrant article
was preferred and will be used for the Town Meeting in May.
Warrant Article – PEG Access: Several warrant articles related to PEG access funds were discussed. The articles
are meant to satisfy Mass Dept. of Revenue accounting requirements, although the DOR has issued 1-year
extensions on implementing the new rules in each of the last two years. Ray noted he has heard there may be
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another extension again this year. By consensus, the Selectboard decided to take advantage of the extension if it
becomes available, and otherwise to place the articles on the warrant for Town Meeting in May.
Assistant to the Administrative Assistant: The Selectboard supported the idea of establishing a part-time position of
an assistant to the Administrative Assistant. The person would fill the duties of the currently vacant Clerical
Assistant to the Board of Health, ZBA, and Planning Board, and would work on Selectboard projects such as Annual
Reports, grant reporting, and other tasks to be assigned. Ray estimated the position would require 10-15 hours per
week, if funds can be found within the budget for FY19.
Review of Minutes: Randy made a motion, seconded by Greg, to approve the minutes of 2/21/18. The motion was
approved by a vote of 2-0 with John abstaining from the vote. Randy made a motion, seconded by John, to approve
the minutes of 3/5/18. The motion was approved by a vote of 2-0 with Greg abstaining.
Timmie Smith and George Brace left the meeting at 7:20 PM.
Warrant: The Selectboard reviewed and signed the FY 2018 warrant #20.
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Ray Purington, Administrative Assistant.
Signed copy on file. Approved on 04/30/2018
____________________________________________
Greg Snedeker, Selectboard Clerk
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Ray Purington/Gill Selectboard
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Alyssa Larose <ALarose@frcog.org>
Thursday, March 08, 2018 1:09 PM
Alyssa Larose
Patricia Smith; Kimberly Noake MacPhee
Green Communities technical assistance - extension of services

As you are aware, the FRCOG currently has a contract with the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources (DOER)
to assist your town with Green Communities-related activities, funded through a Municipal Energy Technical Assistance
(META) grant. The current contract will expire on May 31, 2018.
Fortunately, DOER is providing us with the opportunity to extend our technical assistance services through May 31,
2019. Eligible activities are the same as under the existing contract, and include the following:



Become a Green Community (up to $7,500 per town)
Assist existing Green Communities with grant applications, procurement for grant-approved projects, and Green
Communities Program annual reporting (up to $5,000 per town)

In order for your town to continue to receive assistance, a new MOU between the FRCOG and your town needs to be
signed. Please respond as soon as possible if your town is interested in continuing to receive Green Communities
technical assistance. If interested, I will follow up with the new MOU for signature. I am also happy to attend a Select
Board meeting to discuss the program further, if needed. Our deadline for providing this information to DOER is April
12, 2018.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
Sincerely,
Alyssa
Alyssa Larose
Senior Land Use & Natural Resources Planner
Franklin Regional Council of Governments
12 Olive Street, Suite 2
Greenfield, MA 01301
413-774-3167 x127
Alarose@frcog.org
www.frcog.org
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Massachusetts State Lottery Commission
60 Columbian Street
Braintree, MA 02184

March 12, 2018
Gill Selectboard
325 Main Street
Gill, MA 01354
Dear Sir/Madam:
The Massachusetts State Lottery is offering existing, non-pouring agents our
KENO To Go game, a transaction which is identical to the already existing online games, such as Megabucks and Mass Cash. At this time, the Lottery is not
providing agents with a KENO monitor as part of this program.
In accordance with M.G.L. c 10, section 27A, as amended, you are hereby
notified that the following existing agent(s) in your community will be eligible to
sell the KENO To Go product:
THE MILL
23 FRENCH KING HWY
GILL
If you object to these agent(s) selling KENO To Go, you must do so, in writing,
within twenty-one (21) days of receipt of this letter. Please address your written
objection to Carol-Ann Fraser, General Counsel, Legal Department,
Massachusetts State Lottery Commission, 60 Columbian Street, Braintree, MA
02184. Should you have any questions regarding this program or any other issue
relative to the Lottery, please call me at 781-849-5555. I look forward to working
with you as the Lottery continues its’ efforts to support the 351 cities and towns
of the Commonwealth.
Sincerely,

Michael R. Sweeney
Executive Director

Sample Town Meeting Warrant Articles for Electricity Aggregation
1) To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to Chapter 164, Section 134 of the Massachusetts General
Laws, to grant the Board of Selectmen/Select Board the authority to research, develop and participate in
a contract, or contracts, to aggregate the electricity load of residents and businesses in the Town and for
other related services, independently, or in joint action with other municipalities, retaining the right of
individual residents and businesses to opt-out of the aggregation, or take any other action relative
thereto.

2) To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to Chapter 164, Section 134 of the Massachusetts General
Laws, to authorize the Board of Selectmen/Select Board to initiate the process to aggregate the
electricity load of residential and business electricity consumers within the Town, and to enter into
agreements for services to facilitate the purchase of electric energy and other related services, either
independently or in joint action with other municipalities, or take any other action relative thereto

3) Resolution format:
Whereas, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by enacting Chapter 164 of the Acts of 1997, has
established a competitive marketplace through deregulation and restructuring of the electric utility
industry; and
Whereas, the citizens and businesses of the Town of _______ have substantial economic,
environmental, and social interests at stake; and
Whereas, the Town’s residential and business consumers are interested in reducing their electricity
rates and encouraging the development of renewable energy resources;
Be it therefore resolved, that the Town of ______ grant the Board of Selectmen/Select Board authority
to research, develop and participate in a contract, or contracts, for electric power supply and other
related services, independently, or in joint action with other municipalities. If such contracts are to be
approved, individual consumers would retain the right to opt-out of the aggregation and to choose any
alternative service provider.

PEG Access Account - Articles originally presented at the May 9, 2016 Town Meeting
– with the dates and notes updated for possible use at May 7, 2018 Town Meeting
Article 6 was discussed and passed over due to voters’ questions and confusion about ways the
PEG revenue can be used. The article was brought back at the June 28, 2016 Special Town Meeting
where it was defeated, which was the recommended vote because in the time between the two
Town Meetings, the DOR had announced a one-year delay in the required implementation of this
law. The one-year delay was then extended in 2017 by one additional year. No further extensions
have been announced, so it is important we present this to the voters prior to July 1, 2018.
(Articles 7 and 21 were also passed over.)
Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53F ¾,
which establishes a special revenue fund known as the PEG Access and Cable Related Fund, to reserve cable
franchise fees and other cable-related revenues for appropriation to support PEG access (Public, Educational,
and Governmental access) services and oversight and renewal of the cable franchise agreement, with the fund
to begin operation for Fiscal Year 2019, which begins on July 1, 2018, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion: It is moved the Town vote to accept Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 53F ¾,
which establishes a special revenue fund known as the PEG Access and Cable Related Fund, to reserve
cable franchise fees and other cable-related revenues for appropriation to support PEG access (Public,
Educational, and Governmental access) services and oversight and renewal of the cable franchise
agreement, with the fund to begin operation for Fiscal Year 2019, which begins on July 1, 2018.
This Article is brought about by a new requirement from the Massachusetts Department of
Revenue. If the Town does not adopt this statute, then money the Town receives from Comcast
to provide PEG Access programming and services will no longer be dedicated for PEG Access
purposes and will become part of the general funds of the Town. Approval of this Article is the
first step in keeping these funds set aside for their designated purpose.

Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to have the Town Accountant transfer any balance as of July 1, 2018
from the existing PEG Access Fund, Account # 271, to the new PEG Access and Cable Related Fund, or take
any action relative thereto.
Motion: It is moved the Town vote to have the Town Accountant transfer any balance as of July 1, 2018
from the existing PEG Access Fund, Account # 271, to the new PEG Access and Cable Related Fund.
This is the second step of the process started in Article 6. Approving this Article will allow PEG
Access money from Comcast that has already been received to be transferred into the newly
created fund (assuming Article 6 is approved). If this Article 7 is defeated, the existing PEG
Access money – approximately $87,875 – will become part of the Town’s general funds, and no
longer reserved for PEG Access purposes.

Article 21: To see if the Town will vote to transfer from available funds, or otherwise provide any sum or
sums of money for PEG Access operations and other municipal cable-related expenses, or take any action
relative thereto.
Motion: It is moved the Town vote to transfer $ TBD from the PEG Access and Cable Related Fund to
provide for PEG Access operations and other municipal cable-related expenses for Fiscal Year 2019.
Assuming Articles 6 and 7 are approved by voters, this Article makes the funding appropriation to
provide PEG Access services next year.

