
SELECTBOARD AGENDA 
& MEETING NOTICE 

November 8, 2021 
***Indicates item added after the 48 hour posting  

bold underlined time = invited guest or advertised hearing 
(all other times are approximate) 

 
Location: Gill Town Hall, 2nd Floor  Face coverings required per Board of Health mandate. 
 
6:00 PM Call to Order (If the meeting is being videotaped, announce that fact.  If remote 

participation will occur, announce member & reason, & need for roll call voting) 
 

Old Business 

o Review of Minutes 

o Nuisance Dog (91 Main Road) – Update and Recommendations from Animal Control Officer 

o Feedback/Comments on Leaf Joy community outreach meeting 
 

New Business 

o 6:15 PM – Public Hearing on an application by John DeSotle of Arrow Enterprise Inc d/b/a 
Arrow Auto Sales for a Class II license (used car sales) at 235 French King Highway 

o Green Community Report for FY21 – review & approve (deadline is Nov 19) 

o Renewal of Inter-Municipal Agreement for membership in the Upper Pioneer Valley Veterans’ 

Services District for fiscal years 2023, 2024, and 2025 

o MIIA Insurance Renewal Proposal – 0% rate change for FY23 & up to 2.5% for FY24 

o Appointment – Emily Samuels, 277 Main Road, to Council on Aging through 6/30/2023 

o Other business as may arise after the agenda has been posted. 

o Public Service Announcements, if any 
 Pediatric COVID vaccination clinic & the Vax Bus 
 Slate Memorial Library – Local Gill History, Nov 13th 1 PM 
 Slate Memorial Library – Felt Snowflake Ornaments, Nov 20th Noon 

 
 

Warrants 
FY22 #09 Vendors ($126,743.79) & Payroll ($24,125.98) – reviewed & signed on 10/25/21 
FY22 #10 – review & sign 

Adjournment  

Other Invitations/Meetings:   

Date Time Event Location 
Mon 11/22 5:30 PM Selectboard meeting Gill Town Hall, 2nd floor 
Mon 12/6 5:30 PM Selectboard meeting Gill Town Hall, 2nd floor 
Mon 12/20 5:30 PM Selectboard meeting Gill Town Hall, 2nd floor 
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Zoning Board of Appeals – Record of Proceedings, Findings and Decision 

Hearing Number:  FY 2022-2202     Date of Decision:  October 26, 2021 
 
Application type:   Submission Date:  
ZBA Special Permit   September 27, 2021 
 
Applicant’s Name:      Property Owner’s Name:  

Name:  John DeSotle/Arrow Enterprises Inc. 
 

Name: Michael Vining 

Address:  269 South Shirkshire Rd 
 

Address:  27 Auburn St 

Town:  Conway 
 

State: 
MA 

Zip Code:  
01301 

Town:  Woburn State: 
MA 

Zip Code:  
01801 

Phone Number:  
 413-489-3168 
 

E-Mail Address: 
  

Phone Number: 
617-501-8311 

E-Mail Address: 
  

 
Site Information: 

Street Address:  235 French King 
Hwy 

Site Zoning:  Residential Agricultural 

Gill, MA  01354  Relevant Section of Zoning Bylaw: 
Section 2C, 7k:  Automobile Sales 
 

Map #:  226 
 

Lot #:  24 Action Taken:  Permit Granted to ALLOW Automobile Sales Subject to 
Conditions and to Allow one Over-sized Sign on the Building 

Registry of 
Deeds:  
Book  , Page  

Registry of 
Deeds: 
Plan Book, 
Page  

 

 
Nature of Proposed Work: 
Business development:  Used Automobile Sales 
  
Public Hearing: 
Notice for the public hearing regarding this application was posted at the Town Hall; published in The Recorder on 
October 12 and October 19, 2021; mailed before the public hearing to all abutters, abutting towns, and the 
building inspector for the Town of Gill; and distributed to town boards and commissions.  The public hearing on 
this special permit was opened on October 26, 2021 and closed on October 26, 2021.  
 
The following members were present at the hearing and constituted a quorum:    

 
Roger Augustine 
Tupper Brown 
Ray Purington    
Suzanne Smiley 
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Findings: 
Finding that all applicable provisions of the Zoning Bylaw and all applicable rules and regulations of the Board 
have been complied with, the Board GRANTS approval of this Special Permit based on the following findings and 
with the following conditions.  Findings are based on the Special Permit Application and testimony from the 
applicant and one representative of an abutter. 
 
General Findings: 

 John DeSotle is representing himself and his business, Arrow Enterprises, Inc. 
 A representative of one abutter attended the hearing 
 The applicant has owned and run a used automobile business since April 2017 in Shelburne Falls and 

has positive customer reviews 
 The prior license allowed 15 units 
 Business hours will be 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM, Monday through Saturday 
 The property lease specifies the business type and is renewable each year 

 
FINDINGS:  The following were considered in relation to Section 2-C of the Gill Zoning Bylaws, “Special Permit 
Guidelines”: 
 

1. Community & Regional Needs Served by the Proposal 
The applicant specializes in Subaru vehicles, providing a quality product below market value.  In 2008, 
there were seven licensed automobile dealers in Gill; there are four now and demand for used 
automobiles is high. 
 

2. Traffic Flow & Safety 
The applicant anticipates 20 people visiting the business each month and hopes to grow this number.  
Much of the business is internet driven so buyers have had most of their questions answered and are 
prepared prior to coming to the lot.  There will be a customer parking lot and a marked entrance and exit.  
The site is located on a relatively straight section of Route 2 with good site lines in each direction.  
Automobiles to be sold are delivered one at a time so there is no issue with deliveries involving large 
tractor trailers. 
 

3. Adequacy of Town Services 
No additional services are required as a result of this special permit.  The property is not on Town water 
or sewer.  There will be a camera security system and the lot will be lit. 
 

4. Effect on Neighborhood Character 
The immediate prior business at the location was automobile sales and no abutters expressed concerns 
with this application.  An active business is preferable to a vacant building.  The parking lot is adequate to 
support up to 40 cars for sale at any one time. 
 
The applicant will have two signs on the building:  one on the front that is in compliance with the Zoning 
Bylaws and one oversized (up to 16 square feet) on the east end of the building.   

Findings related to the oversized sign: 
 The sign will serve the public convenience by making the business visible with enough 

time to safely negotiate the turn into the site.  The larger sign will also make it easier for 
drivers to identify the business at the normal posted highway speed. 

 The larger sign will not endanger public safety. 
 The larger sign will not be detrimental to the neighborhood 
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5. Protection of the Natural Environment 
There will be no mechanical or wet work, including washing, or parts/junk cars on-site.   
 

6. Potential Impact on Employment and Incomes 
The applicant will be the primary employee with a part-time office manager and two independent drivers, 
as needed. 
 

7. Potential Impact on Town Finances 
Tax revenue will likely be similar to levels when there was an active business on the site.  The applicant 
makes a point of supporting local businesses with purchases of fuel, parts, cleaning, etc. 
  

8. Potential Impact on Surface and Ground Water 
The existing lot surface is gravel which drains well and generates less storm water runoff than pavement. 

 
 
Conditions of approval: 
 

1. There will be no more than 40 cars for sale on the lot at any given time. 
2. Lighting will be positioned to not interfere with abutters or drivers traveling on Route 2. 
3. There will be no “parts cars”, no repair and no wet work on site. 
4. Signage will comply with the signage requirements in the Zoning Bylaws and as allowed within this 

Special Permit. 
5. This Special Permit is granted for the current applicant and is not transferable to subsequent 

owners/operators.  
 
 
MOTION:  the Board finds that the criteria for approval set forth in Section 2C of the Zoning Bylaw have been met 
and, therefore, the proposed use will have no adverse effects which overbalance its beneficial effects on the 
Town as measured by the Purpose of this Bylaw.   
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Members Present:    Vote: 
Roger Augustine    Aye 
Tupper Brown     Aye 
Ray Purington     Aye 
Suzanne Smiley    Aye 

 
Motion Made By: 
Tupper Brown 

Seconded By: 
Ray Purington 

Vote Count: 
Aye - 4 

Decision: 
Adverse effects do not 
overbalance beneficial 
effects 
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Issuance of this Special Permit does not relieve the applicant of their responsibility to comply with any state, 
federal, local or other regulation that may apply.  For this Special Permit to be valid and in force, the applicant 
must record it with the Franklin County Registry of Deeds and submit a copy of the registered permit to the 
Building Inspector.  The Building Inspector shall certify below that the permit has been registered and provide a 
copy of the signed page to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Date of Registration: ____________ Deed Book: ________, Page ________ 
 
Building Inspector’s Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
Notice of Appeal 
An appeal from the decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals may be made by any person aggrieved pursuant to 
MGL Chapter 40A, Section 17 as amended within twenty (20) days after the date of filing of a notice of decision in 
the Office of the Town Clerk.  Notice of the appeal and a copy of the complaint shall be given to the Town Clerk 
within the twenty-day appeal period. 
















