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Section I: Restriction Information  
 

Restriction Information  Summary 

 

Agency-Designated Restriction ID Number(s):  S-000242, S-000243, & S-000275 

(DCR-P2010-05) 

 

Agency-Designated Restriction Name: Sandri 

 

Other names for property, if applicable:  Gill Town Forest 

 

Restriction Type: Conservation Restriction  

 

Instrument Type: Deed  

 

Property location/address: Hoe Shop Road, Gill and Bernardston 

 

Restriction acreage by Restriction Legal Description: 162.519 +/- acres 

 

Contact Information  

 

Restriction grantor: Franklin Land Trust, Inc. 

Mailing address: 5 Mechanic Street, Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 

Telephone number: (413) 625-9151 

Email address: rkhubbard@franklinlandtrust.org 

 

Current fee owner: Town of Gill 

Mailing address: 325 Main Road, Gill, MA 01354-9758 

Telephone number: 413-863-9347 

Email address: administrator@gillmass.org 

 

Primary contact name: Ray Purington 

Relationship to landowner: Administrative Assistant 

Mailing address: 325 Main Road, Gill, MA 01354-9758 

Telephone number: 413-863-9347 

Email address: administrator@gillmass.org 

 

Secondary contact name: Amy Gordon 

Relationship to landowner: Conservation Commission Member 

Mailing address: Town of Gill, 325 Main Road, Gill, MA 01354-9758 

Telephone number: 413-863-4706 

Email address: Agordon49@gmail.com 

 

 

 

tel:4136259151
mailto:rkhubbard@franklinlandtrust.org
mailto:administrator@gillmass.org
mailto:Agordon49@gmail.com
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Assessor and Registry Information 

 

Assessorôs map and parcel numbers: Map 208, Parcels 1, 7 (Gill) 

         Parcel 3-4-1 (Bernardston) 

 

Restriction Registry Information 

Date Recorded: 7/9/2009   

Registry: Franklin County Registry of Deeds 

Book: 5709     

Page: 39 

 

Underlying Fee Interest Registry Information 
From:  Franklin Land Trust 

To: Inhabitants of the Town of Gill 

Date Recorded: 9/17/2009   

Registry: Franklin County Registry of Deeds 

Book: 5750    

Page: 129 

 

From:  Ronald Weiss and Greenfield Savings Bank 

To: Franklin Land Trust 

Date Recorded: 5/8/2009   

Registry: Franklin County Registry of Deeds 

Book: 5668      

Page: 193 

 

Property Description Registry Information: Found in Restriction 

 

Survey Registry Information 
Date Recorded: 6/12/2009 

Prepared for:  Franklin Land Trust  

Registry: Franklin County Registry of Deeds 

Plan Book:  128     

Plan: 35 

Parcel 1 and Remaining Land 

 

Date Recorded: 5/28/2009 

Prepared for:  Franklin Land Trust  

Registry: Franklin County Registry of Deeds 

Plan Book:  128     

Plan: 21 

Lots 1-4 and Remaining Land 

 

Date Recorded: 5/8/2009 

Prepared for:  Sandri Trust  

Registry: Franklin County Registry of Deeds 
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Plan Book:  128     

Plan: 13 

East Tract, West Tract and Parcel A 

 

Are there any easements or rights of way on or over the property? None known. 
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Copy of Recorded Restriction 
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Locus Map
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Color USGS Topo Map

 



S-000242, S-000243, S-000275 (DCR-P2010-05) Sandri, Gill and Bernardston 

21 

Color Ortho Photo Map
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Assessorôs Map
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Driving Directions Map 
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Survey Map (a)
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Survey Map (b) 
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Survey Map (c) 
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Resource Map
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Monitoring Map
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Section III: Site Visit Report 

Part A: General Information  

 

Date of inspection: November 16 & 17, 2017  

 

Time spent on property:  7 hours  

 

Who was present on the site visit? Amy Gordon, Ray Purington and Lisa Trotto. 

 

What was their association with the property? Amy is a Member of Gillôs 

Conservation Commission and Chair of the Town Forest Task Force, and Ray is the 

Townôs Administrative Assistant. Lisa Trotto is the Baseline Contractor.  

 

Questions for the landowner/representative:  Yes No N/A 

Have there been any changes on the property since the Restriction 

was recorded? 

 

X 

  

Do you plan to make any changes on the property in the near future? X   

Are you aware of any encroachments on your property?  X  

Do you have any questions regarding the Restriction on your land? X   

If public access is allowed under terms of the Restriction, have you 

encountered any difficulties? 

  

X 

 

Describe when the landowner questions were asked: 

Questions were asked of Amy Gordon in person on November 16th and Ray Purington in 

person on November 17th  
 

Changes on the property since the Restriction include: 

¶ New posts, blazing, flagging and boundary markers were installed (waypoints 7, 8, 12-

16, 21, 26, 29-35, 43, 44, 46, 47, & 49; photos 7, 8, 16, 19-22, 29, 36, 39-48, 56, 58, 

59, 60 & 64). 

¶ Cleared trails and trail markers (waypoints 6, 23 & 40; photos 6, 33 & 54). 

¶ Fields have been mowed and regularly maintained by clearing brush and branches. 

(waypoints 18, 37 & 41; photos 26, 51 & 55). 

¶ Trash has been cleaned up. 

¶ A parking area, kiosk and gate were installed (waypoints 4 & 5, photos 4 & 5). 

¶ One bridge was improved (waypoint 10, photo 12) and one bridge was replaced 

(waypoint 40, photo 54). 

 

Planned changes on the property in the near future include: 

¶ Continued cleaning up of minor dumping, an old dumpsite and hunting stand 

(waypoints 11, 17, 27, & 28; photos 13, 25, 37, & 38). 

¶ Continued trail development and related work on the Green Trail (waypoints 11, 

photos 14 & 15). 
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Comments on any of the landownerôs answers to the above questions or any other 

questions or concerns the landowner had: 
 

Amy Gordon asked permission to replace two old Adirondack Chairs located at waypoint 

41 (photo 55). 

 

Ray Puringtonôs comments: 

¶ The old fire pit, dumpsite, hunting stand, and wood pallet ñboardwalksò 
(see monitoring map for locations) pre-exist the Conservation Restriction 

and the Townôs acquisition of the property, both in 2009.   Prior to the 

Conservation Restriction, Franklin Land Trust volunteers made an effort to 

clean up the fire pit by removing everything to ground level. At this point 

the series of wooden pallets, which form two ñboardwalksò into the pond, 

are nearly impossible to remove, as they are rotten, waterlogged and 

seasonally submerged. Although the location of the dumpsite and hunting 

stand presents a challenge, the Town hopes to be able to get a team of 

volunteers together to clean up these areas during the next Source to Sea 

cleanup, which is usually held in September.  

¶ There are remnants of an old trail/access road going from Hoe Shop Road 

to the fields on the West side of the property. The Town hopes to one day 

re-establish this access point, as there presently is no safe way to get 

mowing equipment to the fields except by permission to cross an abutterôs 

property. 

¶ The southeast boundary of the east tract parallels an old logging road 

labeled on some maps and surveys as ñOld Road to Scott Place,ò and is 

believed to be a Town road dating to the 1790ôs that has not been 

discontinued. 

¶ There is a utility line (electric, maybe telephone) cutting across Town 

Forest land to service 101 Hoe Shop Road.  The utility line pre-dates the 

CR. Rough GPS coordinates from 42.654994, -72.538954 to 42.654425, -

72.538082. 

¶ An off the road parking area located off Hoe Shop Road indicated by the 

landownerôs representative as a right of way shown in The Fall River Trails 

map (see in Section VI: appendices).  
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¶ Part B: Current Property Conditions 

 
1.  Conditions of the property relevant to the Restriction Purposes: 
The restriction purposes are stated in Section I of the restriction, Purposes: 

    A. The purpose of this CR is to retain the Premises in perpetuity for the purposes and 

protections set forth in Article 97 of the Amendments to the Massachusetts Constitution, to 

retain the Premises predominantly in its natural, scenic and open condition; to protect 

and promote the conservation of natural watercourses and wetlands, including Otter Pond 

and the Fall River, a free flowing coldwater stream identified by the United States Fish 

and Wildlife Service as habitat for Atlantic Salmon populations; to protect glacial 

features such as eskers and kettle hole ponds; to protect wildlife habitat and biological 

diversity; to protect Distinctive and Noteworthy Scenic Areas as identified by the 

Department's Scenic Landscape Inventory; to protect "BioMap Supporting Natural 

Landscape" and "Living Waters Critical Supporting Watershed" as designated by the 

Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program on the majority of the 

Premises and the western half of the premises. Respectively; to protect the silvicultural 

and natural resources of the Premises; to protect and enhance the value of abutting and 

nearby conservation areas; to allow passive recreational use for the general public; to 

allow for sustainable and sound management of the forest resources, and to encourage the 

long-term professional stewardship of these resources in a manner consistent with Best 

Management Practices (BMPs), applicable state and federal law, and in conformance 

with an approved Forest Stewardship Plan, all  consistent with the provisions of this CR.  

 

          The property is divided into two sections west and east of Hoe Shop Road in Gill with a 

small portion (3.3 acres) located in the town of Bernardston (See USGS Topo Map). This 

largely forested property also contains open fields (waypoints 18, 37 & 41, photos 26, 51 

& 55), Otter Pond and its adjacent wetlands and streams (waypoints 9, 10, 11, 12, 17 & 

18, photos 9, 12, 13, 16, 23 & 26), with Fall River, and a scenic area (waypoint 41, photo 

55). There are developed marked trails throughout both tracts (waypoints 6, 23 & 40, 

photos 6, 33, & 54), and trails in development on the east tract (waypoints 11, photos 14 

&15). There is a meadow containing an old house site and old hand dug shallow well on 

the east tract (waypoint 18, photo 26) and an informational kiosk and parking area 

(waypoints 4 & 5, photos 4 & 5). An Esker can be walked via the Esker Trail on the west 

tract (waypoints 27 & 28, photos 37 & 38).  

 

Three APR properties abut the west tract further enhancing protection of open space and 

agricultural aspects of the area (See Locus Map). Abutting parcels on the east side are 

presently in Chapter 61, while this is only temporary protection, it does create a large, 

contiguous area for wildlife.  A Forest Management Plan was written in 2014, which 

specifies actions and goals that promote ecologically responsible resource management in 

the next ten years (See Forest Management Plan in the Appendix). There are two potential 

vernal pools, one located on the east tract and one on the west tract. The property is within 

an area designated as BioMap2 Core Habitat for a Wetland Core, and BioMap2 Critical 

Natural Landscape for a Wetland Buffer and a Landscape Block (See Resource Map and 

Natural Heritage Rare Species Information in the Appendix).  
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2.  Conditions of the property relevant to the Restrictionôs Permitted and Prohibited 

Uses:   

Prohibited uses are listed in Section II of the CR, Prohibited Uses.  The letter in 

parentheses refers to the paragraph letters from that section. 

 

(A) A large foundation is located on the west tract (waypoint 39, photo 53) was said to be 

the remains of a rudimentary fish hatchery system (Forest Management Plan, page 5). Itôs 

also believed the foundation was used as a swimming pool at one time. There is gravel 

parking area, kiosk and gate on the east tract (waypoints 4 & 5, photos 4 & 5); and Trail 

signs have been installed throughout the trail system and posts have been installed 

(waypoints 6, 23, & 40, photos 6, 33 & 54). There is an old hand-dug shallow well, once 

part of a former homestead on the east tract (waypoint 19, photo 27). There are two 

bridges on the east tract, one bridge that was improved (waypoint 10, photo 12), and one 

bridge was replaced (waypoint 40, photo 54). The landownerôs representative additionally 

indicates the following information below which is unconfirmed by the contractor: 

¶ A second parking as being a roadside parking area, located in a right-of-

way off Hoe Shop Road shown in The Fall River Trails map (see in Section 

VI: appendices).  

¶ A utility line which predates the CR, electric or telephone, cutting across 

Town Forest land to service 101 Hoe Shop Road. Rough GPS coordinates 

from 42.654994, -72.538954 to 42.654425, -72.538082.  

¶ A series of wooden pallets, which form two ñboardwalksò into the pond, 

which are nearly impossible to remove, as they are rotten, waterlogged and 

seasonally submerged (See Monitoring Map). 

¶ There are remnants of an old trail/access road going from Hoe Shop Road 

to the fields on the West side of the property. The Town hopes to one day 

re-establish this access point, as there presently is no safe way to get 

mowing equipment to the fields except by permission to cross an abutterôs 

property (See Monitoring Map). 

(D) There is an old dumpsite on the west tract (waypoint 27, photo 37) and an old hunting 

site close by (waypoint 28, photo 38). There is minor dumping (not active), a chair and a 

barrel, on the east tract along the neighborôs boundary (waypoint 17, photo 25). The 

neighbor along the northern bound of the west tract has a brush pile (waypoint 25, photo 

35), on their land, which does not encroach onto the CR at this time. The landownerôs 

representative additionally indicates an old fire pit and dumpsite (See Monitoring Map for 

locations as unconfirmed by the contractor) Although the location of the dumpsite and 

hunting stand presents a challenge, the Town hopes to be able to get a team of volunteers 

together to clean up these areas during the next Source to Sea cleanup, which is usually 

held in September.  

(F) I observed a small brush/wood pile from clean up on the trail in development, which 

is centrally located on the east tract (waypoint 11, photo 13).  

(G) One area of Multiflora Rose was observed on the west tract near Fall River 

(waypoint 38, photo 52).  
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(H) A large foundation is located on the west tract (waypoint 39, photo 53) and was said 

to be the remains of a rudimentary fish hatchery system (Forest Management Plan, page 

5).  The landownerôs representative also indicated it was once used as a swimming pool. 

(M) There is an old hand-dug shallow well, once part of a former homestead on the east 

tract (waypoint 19, photo 27). 

 

Permitted uses are listed in Section III of the CR, Reserved Rights.  The letter in 

parentheses refers to the paragraph letters from that section. 

 

(A) There are four developed hiking trails- The Wetland Trail, which is adjacent the main 

parking area and kiosk (waypoint 6, photo 6) runs in a loop connecting to the Otter Pond 

Trail. The Otter Pond Trail runs north to a second parking area (unconfirmed by the 

contractor) A second parking area as shown in The Fall River Trails map is located off 

Hoe Shop Road and indicated by the landownerôs representative as being a roadside 

parking area (see in Section VI: appendices). The Fields-River Trail is accessed on the 

west side of Hoe Shop Road and follows the edge of field and forest (waypoints 37, photo 

51) to the Fall River scenic area (waypoint 41, photo 55). The Esker Trail begins at the 

edge of the field and forest (waypoint 40, photo 54) and can be accessed from Hoe Shop 

Road across from the main parking area. Other trails are in development. 
 

(A1.) There is an old tree stand in the forest of the east tract (waypoint 20, photo 28) and 

remains of an old hunting site of significant size, on the east tract (waypoints 27 & 28, 

photos 37 & 38).  

 

(B1.) There is a kiosk and gate on the east tract (waypoints 4 & 5, photos 4 & 5). Trail 

signs and posts have been installed throughout the CR (waypoints 6, 23, & 41, photos 6, 

33 & 54). I observed one trail in the process of being developed which is located on the 

east tract (waypoint 11, photos 13, 14 & 15).  North of this, as indicated by The Fall River 

Trails Map (See Section VI: Appendices) a Green trail is also in development. This access 

is by the Otter Pond Trail east and a new trailhead west, off Dole Road (waypoint 23 

(photo 33). There are two bridges, one bridge that was improved at waypoint 10 (photo 

12), and one bridge was replaced at waypoint 40 (photo 54), both on the east tract. The 

landownerô representative indicates a series of wooden pallets, which form two 

ñboardwalksò into the pond, are nearly impossible to remove, as they are rotten, 

waterlogged and seasonally submerged (See Monitoring Map as unconfirmed by the 

Contractor). 

 

(B2.) There are two old Adirondack chairs located on Fall River scenic area (waypoint 

41, photo 55).  

(B3.) The main parking area has a gravel surface and is located on the east tract, along 

with a kiosk and gate (waypoints 4 & 5, photos 4 & 5). The Fall River Trails map (see in 

Section VI: appendices) indicates a second parking area, (unconfirmed by the contractor) 

which the landownerôs representative indicated as being a roadside parking area located 

in a right-of-way, off Hoe Shop Road at the entrance of Otter Pond Trail.  There is also a 

new trailhead off Dole Road (waypoint 23, photo 33).  
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(B4.) A gate is located at the entrance of the Wetland Trail, adjacent the main parking area 

on the east tract (waypoint 5, photo 5).  

 

(B5.) The landownerôs representative indicated there is a utility line (unconfirmed by the 

contractor), which predates the CR, electric or telephone, cutting across Town Forest land 

to service 101 Hoe Shop Road. Rough GPS coordinates from 42.654994, -72.538954 to 

42.654425, -72.538082. 

(C.) The old access road is utilized to access the Wetland trail behind the gate of the main 

parking area (waypoint 6, photo 6). Otter Pond Trail joins up with an old logging road, 

which ends at Hoe Shop Road. I observed a snow fence on the west tract along the 

excluded boundary, recently installed through work with DCR as indicated by the 

landownerôs representative (waypoint 43, photo 57). Unconfirmed by the contractor and 

indicated by the landownerôs representative are remnants of an old trail/access road going 

from Hoe Shop Road to the fields on the West side of the property (see Monitoring Map). 

The Town hopes to one day re-establish this access point, as there presently is no safe way 

to get mowing equipment to the fields except by permission to cross an abutterôs property. 

(D.) There is a small brush/wood pile from clean up on the trail in development, which is 

centrally located on the east tract (waypoint 11, photo 13). One area of Multiflora Rose 

was observed on the west tract near Fall River (waypoint 38, photo 52). 

(G.) Open fields, their edges, and meadow habitat are being maintained and kept clear of 

tree limbs and brush. Delayed mowing is practiced to allow birds to nest (waypoints 37 & 

41, photos 51 & 55).  

 

Additional Permitted uses are listed in Section IV. of the CR as Additional Reserved 

Rights.  The letter in parentheses refers to the paragraph letters from that section. 

Forest Stewardship Plan:  

(A.) There is a forest stewardship plan for the property for the years 2015 through 2024. 

The stewardship plan provides a choice of several different forestry practices during this 

period, but lists them as ñoptionsò and does not provide a schedule for the work.  I 

observed no sign of forestry activity and the landowner stated that none had occurred 

since the CR was recorded and none is planned for the immediate future.  No forest 

cutting plans exist for the property.  The stewardship plan is included in the appendix. 

 

3. Conditions of the Property relevant to public use: 

 

The CR, Section VII. Rights of Access. The first paragraph states: 

The CR hereby conveyed includes the grant of the right to the Department, its successors 

and assigns, to enter upon the Premises and to permit the public to enter upon and use the 

Premises and existing and future ways and marked trails for the purposes set forth in 

Article III , Paragraph A, above, subject, however, to conditions specified in this CR, all in 

accordance with the rules and regulations of the Department and any restrictions imposed 
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by the Grantor or the Department to preserve and promote wildlife habitat and the unique 

natural resource values of the Premises. The right of public access hereby conveyed does 

not include the right of overnight camping; the right to operate all-terrain motorized 

vehicles. Including but not limited to motorcycles and off-road vehicles; the right to use 

amplified music or public address systems; the right to create or maintain open fires; the 

right to consume alcoholic beverages; the right to collect firewood, native plants or 

animals; the right to use animals, birds or other living creatures for target shooting; the 

right to damage or degrade real or personal property; the right to impair the quiet and 

peaceful enjoyment of the Grantor; the right to engage in any unlawful, destructive or 

reckless behavior of any kind, including without limitation hunting in an unsportsmanlike 

manner (as defined by the Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game), or the right to 

conduct any commercial use, including but not limited to guided hunting trips. The 

Grantor reserves the right to restrict access to areas of the Premises during timber 

harvesting or other permitted management activities that may pose a safety hazard. The 

Department and the Grantor may agree in writing to restrict access for other reasons, but 

only to the extent and for the duration necessary to preserve important scenic, ecological, 

and other conservation values of the Premises, to permit necessary maintenance, or to 

assure safety.  

 
The CR, Section III. Reserved Rights. The first paragraph states: 

The non-commercial use of the Premises by the Grantor and Grantor's invitees for 

passive, low-impact recreational and educational activities such as hiking, running, 

nature study, bird-watching, picnicking, snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, fishing, and 

other like non-motorized recreational and educational activities (but reserving the right 

to use motorized wheelchairs necessary to facilitate access by persons with physical 

disabilities) that do not materially alter the landscape and are carried out in a 

reasonable manner that does not impair the conservation and recreation values protected 

by this CR;  

 

There is an old tree stand in the forest of the east tract (waypoint 20, photo 28). There is an 

old hunting site of significant size, on the east tract (waypoint 28, photos 38). While 

hunting is permitted in the CR, Section III, this old hunting site has not been used in years, 

and is considered a dumpsite. The landownerôs representative additionally indicates an old 

fire pit and dumpsite (See Monitoring Map for locations as unconfirmed by the 

contractor). Although the location of the dumpsite and hunting stand presents a challenge, 

the Town hopes to be able to get a team of volunteers together to clean up these areas 

during the next Source to Sea cleanup, which is usually held in September.  

I observed no one walking or hiking on the days of my field visits, however the property 

should be considered highly conducive to public use. The main parking area is easily 

found on the east tract. The Wetland Hiking Trail is conveniently located behind the gate 

at the main parking area, and the Esker Trail is located directly across from the main 

parking area.   
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4.  Additional remarks regarding the present condition of the property: 

 

I observed a large depression in the earth of unexplained origin, located in the forested 

portion of the east tract (waypoint 20, photo 28). The size is estimated to be approximately 

10ô x 20ô and is less than 6ô in depth. The landownerôs representative stated that this could 

be the remains of a stone quarry, either for landscaping flat stones or fossilized dinosaur 

tracks, since the first discoveries of dinosaur tracks in the area were made in the mid 

1800ôs. Also observed were rocks placed along the surface of the depression.  

 

5.  Recommended areas to note on future monitoring visits: 

 

¶ The progress of cleaning up dumped materials (waypoint 17, 27 & 28, 

photos 25, 37 & 38). The progress of cleaning up the old fire pit and 

dumpsite (see Monitoring Map as unconfirmed by the contractor).  

¶ The status of wood pallets that form ñboardwalksò (see Monitoring Map for 
locations and as unconfirmed by the contractor). 

¶ The abutters brush pile continues to stay on their land and out of the CR 

(waypoint 25 photo 35). 

¶ The second off the road parking area (unconfirmed by the contractor) 

indicated by the landownerôs representative to be located in a right-of-way 

off Hoe Shop Road at the entrance of Otter Pond Trail as indicated by The 

Fall River Trails map (see in Section VI: appendices).  

¶ Future re-establishment of an old trail/access road going from Hoe Shop 

Road to the fields on the West side of the property as a safe way to get 

mowing equipment to the fields on the west tract (See Monitoring Map for 

location as unconfirmed by the contractor). 
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Part C: Boundary Conditions 

 

1. Did the boundaries on the ground match the property boundary GIS shapefile 

provided by the Agency? If not, how did you locate the property boundary? 

 

The shapefile matched the boundary evidenced on the ground.  Many improvements have 

been made with additional flagging, blazing and placement of IPôs on the east tract. 

  

2. Are porti ons of the property that are excluded from the Restriction marked 

or otherwise evident on the ground? 

 

The corner of the southern exclusion located on the east tract along Hoe Shop Road is 

referenced with a wooden marker in the location of an iron pin set flush (waypoint 3, 

photo 3); and continues east into forested areas marked with IPôs, flagging and blazing 

(waypoints 7, 8, photos 7 & 8). Recent boundary work includes flagging and blazing along 

the road and abutterôs driveway (Waypoint 50). 

 

3. Describe the condition of the boundary markings at all other points (i.e. stone 

wall, flagged, signed, unmarked): 

 

Beginning on the East Tract, at the northeastern corner on Hoe Shop Road in Bernardston 

and following the boundary in a clockwise direction:  

 

A triple blazed tree and IP were found at the corner on Hoe Shop Road in Bernardston 

(waypoint 34, photo 47). Continuing southeast triple blazing, flagging and IPôs were found 

(waypoints 33 & 32, 31, 30, photos 46, 45, 44, 43, 42, 41, & 40). Continuing along the 

northeast boundary, a blazed tree and flagging were found (waypoint 29, photo 39), an IP 

and stone pile were found (waypoint 26, photo 36) and flagging (waypoint 24, photo 34) 

on the northwest corner on Dole Road. No other markings were found continuing south 

along Dole Road.  

Continuing South along the eastern boundary, a triple blazed tree, flagging and IP were 

found (waypoints 16, photo 22), Blazing and flagging were found (waypoints 15, 14, 13 & 

12, photos 21, 20, 19, 18 & 16), triple blazing, flagging and barbed wire were found at the 

southeastern corner (waypoint 21, photo 29).  A triple blazed tree and sign were found on 

the southern corner on Hoe Shop Road (Waypoint 49, photo 64) 

 

Beginning on the West tract, at the northwestern corner on Hoe Shop Road and following 

the boundary in a counter clockwise direction: 

 

A triple blazed tree and wooden marker were found on the northwest corner on Hoe Shop 

Road (waypoint 35, photo 48). No additional markings were found continuing west and 

south to where the line crosses the Fall River and back again. Flagging was found on the 

southern corner that abuts APR land (waypoint 42, no picture). Continuing southeast, IPôs 

triple blazing, flagging and barbed wire fencing follows the line (waypoint 43, 44 & 45, 

photos 56, & 58) crosses wetlands to find a wooden marker, flagging and remains of 

barbed wire fence (waypoint 46, photo 59). The barbed wire fence was found continuing 
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south; flagging, and an IP were also found on the corner bound on Bascom Road. The line 

continues southeast along Bascom Road to an old cement guardrail post on the corner of 

Bascom and Hoe Shop Roads.  

 

4. Describe the use of abutting properties, focusing on uses close to the boundary 

line: 

East Tract: The northern boundaries pass through and along the town boundary where a 

portion (3.3 acres) is in the town of Bernardston. It abuts private residences north and 

Dole Road east, to a private residence east of Otter Pond. The forest abuts lower eastern 

portions to a private resident south. The southeast boundary of the east tract parallels an 

old logging road labeled on some maps and surveys as ñOld Road to Scott Place,ò and 

according to the landownerôs representative, is believed to be a Town road dating to the 

1790ôs that has not been discontinued. 

 

West Tract: Abuts Fall River to the west, and APR land along the southwest boundary 

(see Locus Map) to the south where it abuts Bascom Road.  

 

Both Tracts abut Hoe Shop Road.  

 

5. Any other comments on boundaries? 

 

The neighbor on the east tract exclusion (waypoint 50) came outside and backed down his 

driveway while I was on my field visit. I introduced myself and informed him that I was 

contracted to complete this baseline report. He stated that he recently purchased the house 

and voiced concerns that he believed the recent boundary flagging and blazing were set 

too close to his driveway. I suggested he call the townôs representative Ray Purington to 

discuss this matter in more detail.  

 

Ray followed up and met with the neighbor on site on 12/2/2017 and confirmed the 

flagging and blazing is correct. The boundary pin was located. The neighbors primary 

concern was that his driveway is too close to the boundary, which is not an issue. The 

driveway is entirely on the neighborôs property and town bylaws do not require a setback 

from boundary lines for driveways. 
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Section IV: Waypoints and Photographs 
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Waypoint and Route Map (a) 
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Waypoint and Route Map (b) 
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List of Waypoints and Documentary Photographs 

Camera Make and Model: Sony Cyber Shot   GPS Make and Model: Garmin GPS Map 64st 

Photo Resolution (Pixels): 14.1 Mega Pixels    GPS Operator:  Lisa Trotto 

Photographer:    Lisa Trotto 

       

Date 
Waypoint 
Number 

Photo 
Number 

Photo File 
Name Location Description 

Cardinal 
Direction Description of Photo Subject 

11/16/17 1  -   -  SW corner of Main Road & West Gill Road   control waypoint 

11/16/17 2  -   -  SE corner of West Gill Road & Hoe Shop Road   control waypoint 

11/16/17 3 1 DSC02157 on road at corner bound NE wooden marker on road into CR 

11/16/17 3 2 DSC02158 on road at corner bound SE wooden marker on road, CR to left 

11/16/17 3 3 DSC02159 on road at corner bound NW wooden marker on road, CR to right 

11/16/17 4 4 DSC02160 at parking area  NW kiosk and maps 

11/16/17 5 5 DSC02161 on road E parking area, kiosk and gate 

11/16/17 6 6 DSC02162 on wetland loop trail E entrance to hiking tails, signage on posts 

11/16/17 7 7 DSC02163 at pin on boundary N iron pin, CR to left 

11/16/17 8 8 DSC02164 at pin on boundary N iron pin, CR to left 

11/16/17 9 9 DSC02165 on boundary of exclusion N wetland/pond, CR to left 

11/16/17 9 10 DSC02166 on boundary of exclusion E ridge along eastern bound, CR to left 

11/16/17 9 11 DSC02167 on boundary of exclusion S Into excluded area 

11/16/17 10 12 DSC02168 on wetland loop trail NW improved wooden bridge 

11/16/17 11 13 DSC02169 on the trail SE wetland, wood debris from ongoing maintenance  

11/16/17 11 14 DSC02170 on the trail SW flagged/marked trail to be developed 

11/16/17 11 15 DSC02171 on the trail N flagged/marked trail to be developed 

11/16/17 12 16 DSC02172 at corner bound S 

triple blazed tree, flagging, wetlands & remains of an 

old stone wall 

11/16/17 12 17 DSC02173 at corner bound E out of CR 

11/16/17 12 18 DSC02174 at corner bound N Along boundary, CR to left 
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Date 

Waypoint 
Number 

Photo 
Number 

Photo File 
Name Location Description 

Cardinal 
Direction Description of Photo Subject 

11/16/17 13 19 DSC02175 on boundary NW blazed tree and old barbed wire, CR to left 

11/16/17 14 20 DSC02176 on boundary NWN blazed tree and flagging, CR to left 

11/16/17 15 21 DSC02177 on boundary NW blazed tree, CR to left 

11/16/17 16 22 DSC02178 at pin on boundary SWW iron pin, blazed trees & flagging, CR to right 

11/16/17 17 23 DSC02179 on corner boundary NW wetlands into CR 

11/16/17 17 24 DSC02180 on corner boundary E abutting  lawn, CR to right 

11/16/17 17 25 DSC02181 on corner boundary SES Along boundary, dumped chair in CR 

11/17/17 18 26 DSC02182 on interior meadow N site of former homestead, field and pond in distance 

11/17/17 19 27 DSC02183 at woods adjacent meadow SE old hand dug shallow well and barberry 

11/17/17 20 28 DSC02184 in interior woods NE large depression in earth and tree stand to far right 

11/17/17 21 29 DSC02185 at corner  W triple blazed tree, flagging and barbed wire 

11/17/17 21 30 DSC02186 at corner  S 

trail (potentially out of use but not discontinued town 

road) along boundary line 

11/17/17 22 31 DSC02187 at corner  SW boundary along Dole Road (pin not found), CR to right 

11/17/17 22 32 DSC02188 at corner  NW boundary along Dole Road (pin not found), CR to left 

11/17/17 23 33 DSC02189 on Dole Road  SW new trail/trailhead, wooden posts 

11/17/17 24 34 DSC02190 at corner bound NW Corner bound at Dole Rd-flagging, abutting lawn 

11/17/17 25 35 DSC02191 on boundary NW wood brush pile NOT IN CR 

11/17/17 26 36 DSC02192 at pin on boundary NW IP, stone pile and wooden post 

11/17/17 27 37 DSC02193 on interior on esker NW old dump site 

11/17/17 28 38 DSC02194 on esker NE remains of old hunting site 

11/17/17 29 39 DSC02195 on boundary  W blazed tree and flagging, CR to left 

11/17/17 30 40 DSC02196 at pin on corner  E IP /stone pile/triple blazed tree along boundary 

11/17/17 30 41 DSC02197 at pin on corner N along boundary 

11/17/17 31 42 DSC02198 at pin on corner  N IP, flagging (wood pile OUT OF CR) 

11/17/17 31 43 DSC02199 at pin on corner W triple blazed tree and flagging along bound, CR to left 
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Date 

Waypoint 
Number 

Photo 
Number 

Photo File 
Name Location Description 

Cardinal 
Direction Description of Photo Subject 

11/17/17 32 44 DSC02200 at pin on corner  S IP, triple blazed tree, flagging along bound, CR to left  

11/17/17 33 45 DSC02201 at pin on corner  NE 

Triple blazed tree and flagging along bound, CR to 

right 

11/17/17 33 46 DSC02202 at pin on corner  W 

IP, triple blazed tree and flagging along bound, CR to 

left 

11/17/17 34 47 DSC02203 on Dole Road at pin on corner  SES IP, triple blazed tree, along bound  

11/17/17 35 48 DSC02204 on Hoe Shop Road at corner W Wooden stake, triple blazed tree along boundary 

11/17/17 36 49 DSC02205 at corner  NE along boundary into CR 

11/17/17 36 50 DSC02206 at corner  SW along boundary, CR to left 

11/17/17 37 51 DSC02207 at corner  SW  open field into CR 

11/17/17 38 52 DSC02208 at wooded area east of Fall River SW Area of multiflora rose  

11/17/17 39 53 DSC02209 at wooded area east of Fall River S concrete slab/pool/fish hatchery system 

11/17/17 40 54 DSC02210 from field on boundary  E new bridge and hiking trail sign 

11/17/17 41 55 DSC02211 at corner boundary  NW Old Adirondack chairs and field adjacent Fall River 

11/17/17 42  --  -- at corner  -- flagging on  bound. No IP. 

11/17/17 43 56 DSC02212 at pin on corner  S 

IP, triple blazed tree and old fence remains along 

bound, CR to left 

11/17/17 43 57 DSC02213 at pin on corner  NNE 

snowfence (in background) on CR through work with 

DCR 

11/17/17 44 58 DSC02214 at pin on corner  E 

IP, triple blazed tree, old fence remains and signage 

along boundary 

11/17/17 45  --  -- on wetland crossing  -- flagging and old fence remains along bound 

11/17/17 46 59 DSC02215 at corner bound W 

wooden stake, barbed wire fencing and flagging along 

wetland boundary 

11/17/17 47 60 DSC02216 at pin on corner  NNE  IP on corner boundary of Bascom Road 

11/17/17 47 61 DSC02217 at pin on corner  ESE 

Flagging and barbed wire along boundary of Bascom 

Road, CR to left 
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Date 

Waypoint 
Number 

Photo 
Number 

Photo File 
Name Location Description 

Cardinal 
Direction Description of Photo Subject 

11/17/17 48 62 DSC02218  at corner bound  NW 

Old cement guardrail post on corner of Bascom Road 

and Hoe Shop Rds., CR to right 

11/17/17 48 63 DSC02219 at corner bound  NNE 

Old cement guardrail post on corner of Bascom Road 

and Hoe Shop Rds., CR to left 

11/17/17 49 64 DSC02220 on Hoe Shop Road at corner bound  NE triple blazed tree and signage along boundary 

11/17/17 50  --  -- on boundary    flagging and blazed tree 
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Documentary Photographs 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 003 1 DSC02157 

On road at 

corner bound NE 

Wooden marker 

on road, into CR 

 

 
 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 003 2 DSC02158 

On road at 

corner bound SE 

Wooden marker 

on road, CR to 

left 
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Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 003 3 DSC02159 

On road at 

corner bound NW 

Wooden marker 

on road, CR to 

right 

 

 
 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 004 4 DSC02160 

At parking 

area NW Kiosk and maps 
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Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 005 5 DSC02161 On road E 

Parking area, 

kiosk and gate 

 

 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 006 6 DSC02162 

On wetland 

loop trail E 

Entrance to hiking 

tails, signage and 

posts 
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Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 007 7 DSC02163 

At pin on 

boundary N 

Iron pin, CR to 

left 

 

 
 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 008 8 DSC02164 

At pin on 

boundary N 

Iron pin, CR to 

left 
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Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 009 9 DSC02165 

On boundary 

of exclusion N 

Wetland, pond, 

CR to left 

 

 
 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 009 10 DSC02166 

On boundary 

of exclusion E 

Ridge along 

eastern bound, 

CR to left 
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Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 009 11 DSC02167 

On boundary 

of exclusion S 

Into excluded 

area 

 

 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 010 12 DSC02168 

On wetland 

loop trail NW 

Improved 

wooden bridge 
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Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 011 13 DSC02169 On the trail SE 

Wetland, wood 

debris from 

ongoing 

maintenance 

 

 
 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 011 14 DSC02170 On the trail SW 

Flagged/marked 

trail to be 

developed 
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Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 011 15 DSC02171 On the trail N 

Flagged/marked 

trail to be 

developed 

 

 
 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 012 16 DSC02172 

At corner 

bound S 

Triple blazed tree, 

flagging, wetlands & 

remains of an old 

stone wall 
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Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 012 17 DSC02173 

at corner 

bound E Out of CR 

 

 
 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 012 18 DSC02174 

at corner 

bound N 

Along boundary, 

CR to left 

 

 



S-000242, S-000243, S-000275 (DCR-P2010-05) Sandri, Gill and Bernardston 

Documentary Photographs  Photographer: Lisa Trotto 

55 

 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 013 19 DSC02175 On boundary NW 

Blazed tree and 

old barbed wire, 

CR to left 

 

 
 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 014 20 DSC02176 On boundary NWN 

Blazed tree and 

flagging, CR to 

left 
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Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 015 21 DSC02177 On boundary NW 

Blazed tree, CR 

to left 

 

 
 

Date 

Waypoint 

Number 

Photo 

Number 

Photo File 

Name 

Location 

Description 

Cardinal 

Direction 

Description of 

Photo Subject 

11/16/17 016 22 DSC02178 

At pin on 

boundary SWW 

Iron pin, blazed 

trees & flagging, 

CR to right 

 

 


